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ANTI - DUVPI NG DUTY ON NEWSPRI NT TO PROTECT LOCAL | NDUSTRY - RAFI DAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 28 (Bernanmm) -- The governnent's decision to inpose
anti-dunping duty on inported newsprint is to protect the donestic
newsprint industry, International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Azi z said today.

She said the | ocal newsprint industry would be affected if the duty was
not | evi ed.

"Through studies carried out, it is clear there is dunping of
newsprint. Some quarters are selling newsprint at unreasonable prices," she
told reporters after an informati on session on opportunities to own a house
under the National Econom c Stinulus Package and 2004 Budget organi sed by
Wani ta Umo.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad announced the inposition
of between six and 43 per cent anti-dunping duty for five years with effect
from Thursday in the 2004 Budget tabled in Parlianment on Sept 12.

Fol | owi ng the announcenent, the Mal aysi an Newspaper Publishers
Associ ati on warned yesterday that cover prices of newspapers m ght have to
be raised by at | east 20 sen per copy.

Raf i dah expl ai ned that the governnent did not inpose the anti-dunping
duty to its whins but according to procedures and |laws set by the Wrld
Trade Organisation (WO).

She said | ocal newspaper publishers nmust realise that if they bought
dunped newsprint, they are actually opening the market to foreign conmpanies
and giving themlucrative incone.

"Yes, people who normally buy the cheap newsprint will be angry because
there is a duty, but don't forget, do we want to allow foreigners or
forei gn conpanies to purposely dunp their goods in Ml aysia and kill our
own i ndustry?" she said.

On Friday, her mnistry announced that between 5.59 per cent and 43.24
per cent anti-dunping duty woul d be inposed on inported newsprint fromthe
Phi i ppi nes, South Korea, Japan, Canada and the United States.

- - BERNAMA

NN KHY TS



	ANTI-DUMPING DUTY ON NEWSPRINT TO PROTECT LOCAL INDUSTRY - RAFIDAH (Bernama 28/09/2003)

