02 DEC 2003
Assenbl y- Budget (Cheati ng)
T' GGANU GOVT DECEI VI NG THE PEOPLE W TH 2004 BUDGET, SAYS BN REP

KUALA TERENGGANU, Dec 2 (Bernamm) -- The Barisan Nasi onal (BN)
assenbl yman for Kemasi k today described as "cheating the people” the 2004
Budget tabled by the PAS-1ed state governnment yesterday.

Dat uk Abu Bakar Ali said the state governnment had deceived the people
by including the RMB16 million revenue frompetrol eumand gas royalties in
t he budget al though royalty paynents have been stopped as the i ssue was
still pending in court.

He said the royalties should not have been included because this would
| ead the state to face a bigger deficit as conpared to the deficit anmount
tabled by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang at the state assenbly
yest er day.

"Revenue fromoil and gas should have been omtted fromthe budget as
PAS has been saying they have | ost the petroleumroyalty. This neans the
Menteri Besar has again lied to the people.

"If this is the Budget presented, (then) it's cheating the people. The
Ment eri Besar has again deceived the people in this august House," he said
when debati ng t he budget.

Hadi, in tabling the budget, had said the state governnent had again
taken into account the RMB16 nillion revenue from petrol eum and gas
royalties in the 2004 Budget as the state government considered the
royalties as its right.

He said the state governnment expects to earn RML.12 billion from
pet rol eum and ot her sources while its operational expenditures next year
woul d be RML. 13 billion, thus incurring RMLO.2 million deficit.

Abu Bakar said the state governnment's actual revenue after deducting
the petroleumroyalty woul d be about RM309 million

"This neans the actual deficit will be RVM826 nmillion," he said

He said the petroleumroyalty i ssue had been taken to court and under
the State Assenbly Standing Orders 46(7), the matter cannot be incorporated
in the budget.

"When what is allocated in the budget cannot be delivered, PAS wll
bl ame the federal governnment. They will say the oil royalty noney has been
robbed by the federal governnent," he said.

On Hadi's tribute to former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on
his vast contributions to the country |eading to the recognition of
Mal aysia as an Islamc State, Abu Bakar said Hadi paid his tribute in an
arrogant nanner.

He said Hadi's cynical remarks should not have cone fromthe nouth of a
| eader who wants to turn Malaysia into an Islanic State.

In fact, Hadi's warning that he woul d oppose any Prine M nister of
Mal aysi a who did not practise the true Islanic teachings showed his
arrogance, he said.

"Initially, the Menteri Besar congratul ated Datuk Seri Abdul | ah (Ahmad
Badawi ) and after that warned the new Prime Mnister to inplenent Islamc
t eachi ngs according to Hadi's wi shes.

"DAP | eaders, who openly reject Islanic State and are anti-Ilslamc
State, PAS has been good to thembut this should not happen in a state
whi ch wants to be recogni sed as a nodel Islamc State," he added
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