11 OCT 2003
RAFI DAH- APEC
APEC AMM TO REVI EW | MPLEMENTATI ON OF ONGO NG | NI Tl ATI VES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 11 (Bernama) -- The 15th Asia-Pacific Economc
Cooperation (APEC) Mnisterial Meeting (AMM from Cct 17-18 i n Bangkok,
Thailand will review the inplenentation of ongoing APEC initiatives and set
the framework for activities in 2004, said International Trade and Industry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

She said that Thailand, as chair of APEC 2003, has set the thene "A
Wrld of Differences: Partnership for the Future” to reflect the ability of
APEC s diverse nmenbership to cooperate and col |l aborate for mnutual econonic
devel opnent.

Rafi dah will | ead an 18-nmenber Mal aysi an del egati on conpri si ng
officials fromthe Mnistry of International Trade and |Industry, Foreign
Affairs, Donmestic Trade, Health, Finance, and Bank Negara to the AWM

She woul d al so acconpany Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
to the APEC Economi c Leaders Meeting on Cct 20-21.

Speaking to reporters after attending her Mnistry's "Quality Day"
Raf i dah said that the ongoing APEC Initiatives in 2003 to be revi ened
i ncl ude the incorporation of transparency standards in rules, regulations
and admi ni strative procedures in areas such as investnment, intellectua
property and custons procedures.

O hers are increasing trade facilitation activities in custons
procedures, e-commerce, technical standards and business nobility to reduce
transacti on costs by five percent by 2006.

Anot her initiative is pursuing greater market access for digita
products and services in areas such as tariff elimnation, services
liberalisation and intellectual property rights protection, particularly in
addr essing optical disk piracy.

Also to be reviewed is the further strengthening of the nmultilatera
tradi ng systemthrough Wrld Trade O ganisation (WO related capacity and
confidence buil ding programres in support of the Doha Devel opment Agenda.

Rafidah said that the mnisters will also discuss new 2003 deliverabl es
for inplenmentation in 2004 which include the work programe to support WO
negoti ati on post- Cancun

O hers include the Inplenmentation Plan for the Energy Security
Initiative which focuses on energy informati on exchange, energency response
mechani snms, oil data updates and security of energy supply.

Al so to be discussed is the Action Plan for Structural Reform which
focuses on capacity building in areas such as conpetition policy,
commercial |aw, deregul ation and corporate governance.

O hers are Private Sector Supply Chain Security Cuidelines covering
areas such as physical security and access control of prem ses, procedura
and docunentation security and crisis nanagemnent.

The progress in the inplenmentation of the APEC SARS (Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrone) Action Plan to rebuild business confidence and
enhance preparedness in addressing possibility of SARS resurgence, wll
al so be discussed

Rafi dah said that the Mnisters will also discuss reformof APEC to
rationali se and streamnine APEC activities to achieve nore focused and
substanti ve outcones and further enhance APEC rel evance in the gl oba
econony.

She said that Malaysia's key focus in APECis on initiatives to
facilitate secure trade, human capacity building and econom c and technica



cooperation for nore effective participation in the nmultilateral trading
system and for shared prosperity in the Asia Pacific region. -- BERNAVA
SHO FR
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