13 OCT 2003
APEC- THAKSI N
APEC TO ADDRESS CHALLENGES OF TERRORI SM ON GLOBALI SATI ON
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BANGKOK, Cct 13 (Bernama) -- Thailand Prine Mnister, Thaksin
Shi nawat ra said the Asia-Pacific Econom c Cooperation 2003 (Apec) which
starts here tonorrow, will anong other things, address the chall enges of
i nternational terrorismwhich could seriously affect globalisation and the
mul tilateral trade.

He said the Apec arrived at an inportant crossroad whi ch had seen
violence by international terrorist groups, particularly the Jemaah
I sl am ah.

Besi des that, Thaksin said Apec should focus on containing the spread
of the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone (SARS) and ot her diseases in the
regi on.

"These issues are as inportant as Apec's core agenda of trade and
i nvest ment, econom ¢ and technol ogi cal cooperation,” the Thai |eader said
in his welcomng remarks to del egates at the Apec 2003, contained in the
Apec Medi a Handbook.

The nmeeting, to be held under tight security due to fear of terrorist
strike, will be attended by world | eaders including US President, George
Bush and his Russian counterpart, Viadinmr Putin.

Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad is expected to arrive
here on Sunday after the ongoing Organi sation of Islamc Conference (A Q)
summt in Putrajaya, to attend his last international forum before he
retires at the end of the nonth.

The Apec Sunmit, conprising 21 nmenbers fromnations around the Pacific
Rm wll kick-off tomorrow with the Senior O ficials neetings, followed by
M nisterial neetings on Oct 17 and 18 before Apec Econom c Leaders neet on
Cct 20 and 21

Al so being held during the Apec are the Apec Busi ness Advi sory Counci
(Abac) and Apec CEO Summit.

Thaksin said in order to ensure Apec's pivotal role in addressing these
chal | enges, Thail and had proposed "A Wrld of Differences: Partnership for
the Future"” as the theme for the summt.

"I't underscores the need for nmenbers of Apec to conbine in order to
create a partnership of synergy for the progress and prosperity of the
whol e regi on,"” he added.

Thaksin said the theme of partnership was also reflected in the | ogo of
Apec 2003, featuring the i mage of the Suphanahongsa Royal Barge, which
reflects Thailand' s national heritage and culture.

In the context of Apec, the Royal Barge synbolizes Thailand's role as
host and its intention to provide the vehicle that connects the two sides
of the Pacific region through fostering strong bonds of historic, economc
social and cultural relations.

Formed in 1989 as a trade association for the countries of Asia and the
Ameri cas, Apec has a coordination commttee to handle the threats of
terrorism

The Apec chair rotates annually anmong its nenbers, and each chair is
responsi ble for the annual ministerial neeting of foreign and trade
m ni sters.

Mexi co hosted the event |ast year while the 2004 edition will be held
in Chile, followed by South Korea in 2005.

The menber nations are Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong
Kong, | ndonesia, Japan, Ml aysia, Mexico, New Zeal and, Papua New Qui nea,



Peru, the Philippines, Russia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thail and,
the US and Vietnam -- BERNAVA
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