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M SIA FIRM I N MULTI LATERAL NEGOTI ATI ON PROCESS TO RESOLVE | RAQ CRI SIS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 11 (Bernanma) -- Malaysia has been firmin its stand
to use the nultilateral negotiation process to settle the Iraq conflict and
not war which will only worsen the situation, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri

Syed Hamid Al bar told the Dewan Rakyat today.

He said the Mal aysian governnent had always held to principles based on
i nternational |law and universal justice.

"We disagree to sanctions inmposed on lrag which lead to sufferings of
the innocent people. Simlarly, the no-fly zone restrictions in the north
and south provinces of lIrag and the bonbings carried out for nore than 10
years by the British and Anerica," he said when replying to Datuk Kanarudin
Jaafar during question tine.

Kamarudin wanted to know the form of assistance Ml aysia would provide
to lraq if it was attacked by the United States even wi thout the go-ahead
fromthe United Nations.

Syed Hamid said a tine frame nust be given to enable UN Resolution 1441
was fully inplenmented. The resolution calls for Iraqg to disarm

"W (Mal aysi a) have played an active role in the UN and the Security
Council to Iift the sanctions on lIrag and stop the bonbings and to respect
the integrity and sovereignty of the Iraqi provinces," he said.

Syed Hamid said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad had
always called for the lifting of sanctions as it caused problens to
i nnocent peopl e.

He said the war on lragq being planned by the US and its allies would
cause instability in Wst Asia and at international arena

"It will also jeopardise the world econony. The views of the
i nternational community cannot be ignored by the US, Britain and Spain.

"W want a bal anced and not unilateral action to achieve gl obal peace,"”
he said.

Replying to a supplenentary question from Kanmarudin on whether the
government woul d change its policy on the US, Syed Ham d said Malaysia's
stand was non-political but on humanitarian and justice grounds.

"The Mal aysi an government is the only governnent of a snall country
that has played a very significant, brave and consistent role

"During the Non-Aligned Movenent (NAM) Sunmit, although there were
noves to derail our efforts, we passed resolutions on Iraqg and condenned
all unilateral actions and wanted due respect to be given to the UN," he
sai d.

Replying to Datuk Mhd Ali Hassan (BN Tebrau) who wanted Mal aysia to
boycott US-nade goods, Syed Hanmid said: "I cannot answer on what we shoul d
do because the nove will cause problens to our next course of action.”

He said Anerica would be punished by the international community and by
fell ow Anericans and this would be the best approach to teach a |lesson to
t he superpower nation.

Speaking to reporters later at Parlianent |obby, Syed Ham d said
Mal aysi a want ed permanent nenbers of the Security Council |ike France
Russia and China to stop the US from dragging the UN to declare war on
Irag.

"We really hope that the pernmanent menbers will play a role to stop the
US from denying the credibility of the world body for their intention to
attack lrag," he said.

He said there were signs that China, France and Russia would use their



veto power to block the tabling of a second UN resolution by the US and
Britain giving perm ssion to attack Iraq.

He, however, said US President George W Bush and British Prinme
M nister Tony Blair would go ahead to attack lrag even wi thout the mandate
of the UN Security Council.

The US and Britain are also permanent nenbers of the Security Council.

Syed Hanmid said based on the statenents by the UN Chi ef Wapons
I nspector Hans Blix and Director-General of the International Atonic Energy
Agency in their reports on the Iraq disarmanent, it had been proven that
Baghdad had provided full cooperation to disarm as required by the world
body under Resolution 1441.

"As a result of the disarmanent, the governnent of President Saddam

Hussein will not pose a threat to Anerica or any country in the aulf
regi on," he added.
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