11 DEC 2003

Abdul I ah- Pol i ci es

ASEAN LEADERS ASSURED THAT MALAYSI A WLL CONTINUE WTH | TS EXI STI NG
POLI Cl ES

By: Mhd Fisol Jaafar

TOKYO, Dec 11 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said the government under his |eadership will continue with its
existing policies and ties with other Asean countries.

He gave the assurance in his bilateral neetings with | eaders from ot her
Asean- menber countries that are attendi ng the Asean-Japan Commenorative
Summi t here.

"I told themthat policies that foster closer ties will be continued
and that I will continue the policies brought about by (forner prine
m ni ster) Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who | ed the Bari san Nasional (BN)
government before me," he told Mal aysian journalists here after neeting
Thail and Prime M nister Thaksin Shinawatra today.

Al |eaders of the 10 Asean-nmenber countries are attendi ng the two-day
summ t which began today. This is Abdullah's first participation in an
i nternational forum since he took over as Malaysia's fifth prinme mnister
[ast Oct 31.

The sunmit is also the first to be held between Asean and one of its
di al ogue partners outside Southeast Asia.

O her Asean | eaders net by Abdul | ah today were President Megawati
Sukar noputri of |ndonesia, Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei and Si ngapore
Prime Mnister Goh Chok Tong.

He is expected to neet Vietnamese Prinme M nister Phan Van Khai, Laotian
Prime M nister Boun Nhang Vorachith, Myanmar Prinme M nister Khin Nyunt and
Canbodi an Prime Mnister Hun Seng tonight.

Abdul | ah al so held bilateral talks with Japanese Prine M nister
Juni chiro Koi zum and had an audi ence wi th Enperor Akihito.

Abdul | ah said he al so expressed hope that problens involving Ml aysia
and ot her Asean countries could be quickly resol ved.

"If there are problens that need to be resolved imediately, we will
use the telephone. It is only for problens that are really serious and
needed to be resolved inmedi ately," he said.
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