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NUSA DUA (Bali), Oct 7 (Bernamm) -- Asean |eaders today inked a
historic charter, which will provide the franmework to achieve a dynamc
cohesive, resilient and integrated Asean Conmunity.

The charter, called the "Bali Concord I1" or otherwi se known as the
"Decl arati on of ASEAN Concord I1", based on the three pillars of economc
i ntegration, security and socio-cultural devel opnment, which will provide
the framework to achi eve a dynamic, cohesive, resilient and integrated
ASEAN Conmuni ty.

The charter refers to the concepts of the ASEAN Security Conmmunity
(ASC), the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) and the ASEAN Soci o- Cul tural
Conmmuni ty. ASEAN groups Ml aysi a, |ndonesia, Singapore, Thailand, the
Phi i ppi nes, Brunei, Vietnam Laos, Canbodia and Myanmar.

I ndonesi an President Megawati Soekarnoputri, in her speech, described
the event as a watershed in the ASEAN history.

The docunent, which is ainmed at establishing an ASEAN Conmunity, would
make it possible for "our children and their children to live in a state of
enduri ng peace, stability and shared prosperity,” she said after the
si gni ng.

The charter states that ASEAN nenber countries shall share primry
responsibility for strengthening the econonmic and social stability in the
regi on and ensuring their peaceful and progressive national security from
external interference in any formor manner, to preserve their nationa
interests in accordance with the ideals and aspirations of their people.

It also reaffirms the fundanmental inportance of adhering to the
principles of non-interference and consensus i n ASEAN cooperati on.

It al so recogni ses sustai nabl e econom ¢ devel opnent requires a secure
political environment based on a strong foundation of nutual interests
generated by econom c cooperation and political solidarity.

It also reaffirms that ASEAN i s a concept of South-East Asian nations,
bonded together in partnership in dynam c devel opnent and in a conmunity of
caring societies, conmtted to upholding cultural diversity and soci al
har mony.

The charter also spells out the need to nurture comon val ues, such as
habit of consultation to discuss political issues and the willingness to
share information on matters of conmobn concern, such as environmenta
degradation, maritime security cooperation, enhancenent of defence
cooperation, devel oping a set of socio-political values and principles and
resolve to settle |ong-standing di sputes through peaceful neans.

The ASEAN Regi onal Forum (ARF), it says, will remain the primary forum
i n enhancing political and security cooperation in the Asia Pacific region
as well as the pivot in building peace and stability in the region

The ASEAN Security Comunity (ASC) is envisaged to bring ASEAN s
political and security cooperation to a higher plane to ensure that
countries in the region live in peace with one another and with the world
at large, in a just, denocratic and harnoni ous environnent.

It also states that the ASC nmenbers shall rely exclusively on peacefu
processes in the settlenent of intra-regional differences and regard their
security as fundanmentally linked to one anot her and bound by geographic
| ocati on, common vision and objectives.

It al so recogni ses the sovereign right of the nmenmber nations to pursue
their individual foreign policies and defence arrangenents and taking into



account the strong interconnections anmong political, econom ¢ and soci al
realities.

It al so subscribes to the principles of conprehensive and soci al
realities, political, economc, social and cultural aspects in consonance
wi th the ASEAN Vi sion 2020 rather than to a defence pact, nmlitary alliance
or a joint foreign policy.

ASEAN, according to the docunment, shall continue to pronote regional
solidarity and cooperation, and that nenber nations shall exercise their
rights to lead their national existence free fromoutside interference in
their internal affairs

The ASC al so states that ASEAN shall abide by the United Nations
Charter and other principles of international |aw and uphold ASEAN s
principles of non-interference, consensus-based deci si on-naki ng, nationa
and regional resilience, respect for national sovereignty, the renunciation
of the threat or the use of force and peaceful settlenent of differences
and di sputes.

The ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) strives to realise the end-goal of
econom c integration as outlined in the ASEAN Vision 2020 to create a
stabl e, prosperous and highly conpetitive ASEAN econoni c regi on

It states that the AEC shall establish ASEAN as a single market and
producti on base, turning the diversity that characterises the region into
opportunities for business conpl enentation, making the region a nore
dynam ¢ and stronger segnment of the global supply chain.

In noving towards the AEC, ASEAN, it says, shall institute new
mechani sms and neasures to strengthen the inplenentation of its existing
econom c initiatives including the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA), ASEAN
Framewor k Agreenent on Services (AFAS) and ASEAN I nvestnent Area (AlA).

It also calls for the acceleration of regional integration in the
priority sectors; facilitate nmovenent of business people, skilled |abour
and including the inprovenent of the existing ASEAN Dispute Settl enment
Mechani smto ensure expeditious and | egally binding resolutions of any
econom ¢ di sputes.

The ASEAN Soci o-Cul tural Conmunity (ASCC), in consonance with the goa
set by ASEAN Vision 2020, envi sages a Sout heast Asia bonded together in
partnership as a community of caring societies.

In line with the programe of action set by the 1976 Decl arati on of
ASEAN Concord, the Conmunity shall foster cooperation in social devel opnment
aimed at raising the standard of |iving of disadvantaged groups and the
rural popul ation, and shall seek the active involvenent of all sectors of
society, in particular wonmen, youth and | ocal conmuniti es.

ASEAN, it states, shall ensure that its work force shall be prepared
for, and benefit from economc integration by investing nore resources for
basi ¢ and hi gher education, training, science and technol ogy devel opnent,
job creation, and social protection

ASEAN, it adds, shall further intensify cooperation in public health,
including in the prevention and control of infectious di seases, such as
H V/ AIDS and the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndronme (SARS), and support
joint regional actions to increase access to affordabl e nedicines.

It also states that it shall intensify cooperation in addressing
probl enms associated with popul ati on growth, unenpl oynent, environnenta
degradati on and transboundary pollution as well as disaster managenent in
the region to enable individual nenbers to fully realise their devel opnent
potentials and to enhance the nmutual ASEAN spirit.

The signatories of the Bali Concord Il were the Sultan of Brunei
Sul t an Hassanal Bol ki ah, | ndonesi an Presi dent Megawati Soekarnoputri,

Mal aysi an Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, Philippines
President Goria Arroyo and Thai Prine M nister Thaksin Shinawatra



O hers are Canbodi an Prinme Mnister Hun Sen, Laos Prinme M nister
Bounnhang Vorachith, Myanmar Prime Mnister Khin Nyunt, Singapore Prine
M ni ster Goh Chok Tong and Vietnam Prime M nister Phan Van Khai .

- - BERNAMA

SS OPP JM TS



	ASEAN SEALS HISTORIC BALI CONCORD II (Bernama 07/10/2003)

