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ASEAN SET TO MOVE TO Hl GHER PLANE W TH BALI CONCORD | |

From Sal bi ah Sai d and Openg Onn

NUSA DUA, Cct 9 (Bernama) -- ASEAN is poised to nove to a higher plane
with the signing of a new blueprint which will set a new course for the
10- menber nations to achi eve the ASEAN Community by 2020.

The bl ueprint, known as ASEAN Concord Il or otherw se known as the Bal
Concord 11, provides the basic framework for cooperati on anong nenbers of
t he regi onal grouping, conprising Mlaysia, |Indonesia, Thailand, the
Phi i ppi nes, Brunei, Singapore, Vietnam Canbodia, Laos and Myanmar.

The historic charter was sealed at the just-ended ASEAN Sunmmit on the
popul ar | ndonesi an island resort of Bali

In the 10-point declaration, the | eaders expressed their desire to
create an ASEAN Community based on three main pillars - ASEAN Security
Cooperation (ASC), ASEAN Econom c Cooperation (AEC) and ASEAN
Soci o- Cul tural Cooperation (ASCC)

These three elenments are closely inter-twi ned and nutual ly reinforcing
for the purpose of ensuring durable peace, stability and shared prosperity
in the region.

The ASC conprises a 12-point franmework which, anong others, wll take
ASEAN s political and security cooperation to a higher plane. ASEAN | eaders
have reassured that this is not a formof mlitary bloc or defence pact.

The AEC, which contains a five-point direction, is to realise the
end-goal of economic integration as outlined in the ASEAN Vi sion 2020
whi ch, anong others, is to create a stable, prosperous and highly
conpetitive ASEAN econom c region.

The ASCC outlines a six-point guidance to ensure that ASEAN s workforce
will be prepared for and benefit fromthe econom c integration by investing
nore resources for basic and hi gher education, training, science and
technol ogy devel opnent, job creation and social protection

The new bl ueprint is to nurture ASEAN s comon val ues, such as the
habit of consultation to discuss political issues and the willingness to
share information on nmatters of commobn concern

These include environnental degradation, maritinme security cooperation
t he enhancenent of defence cooperation anong nenber countries, devel oping a
set of socio-political values and principles and settling | ong-standi ng
di sput es through peaceful neans.

However, the Bali Concord Il stresses the fundanmental inportance of
adhering to the principles of non-interference and consensus i n ASEAN
cooperation and that the regional body remains to be bonded together in a
partnershi p of dynam c devel opnment and of a caring comunity.

These principles, according to Malaysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, nust be honoured by fellow | eaders in ASEAN and regarded
as somet hi ng speci al

"The principles of non-interference, of consensus-based
deci si on- nmaki ng, national and regional resilience, respect for nationa
sovereignty, the renunciation of the threat of the use of force in the
settlenent of differences and di sputes, nust always be upheld,” he said in
his remarks after the signing of the historic docunent.

Dr Mahathir said the creation of the ASEAN Community coul d be conpared
to a degree to the establishment of the European Union

"But, it will never becone the ASEAN Union," he said

I ndonesi an President Megawati Soekarnoputri has described the charter
as a watershed in the history of ASEAN, which will be handed down to



posterity as the Declaration of ASEAN Concord Il or Bali Concord I1.

"This is the docunent that will make it possible for our children and
their children to live in a state of enduring peace, stability, and shared
prosperity,” she said.

The Editor of The Indonesian Quarterly, Bantarto Bandoro, in his
article published in the Jakarta Post titled "Drawing a new bl ueprint for
ASEAN', said the Summit itself was historic for several reasons.

Firstly, it was hel d when ASEAN was facing trenendous political and
strategi c chall enges as well as outside the region. Secondly, during the
Sunmit, ASEAN was to decide new strategic and econonic relations with
Chi na, India and Japan.

During the Summit, China and India signed the accession to Treaty of
Amity and Cooperation (TAC) with ASEAN, ained at providing the basis of
good conduct for all countries bound under the agreemnent.

Thirdly, he said, an ASEAN col |l ective | eadership was expected to appear
as a new nodality to execute its new progranme of action.

For Malaysia, the ninth Sunmt was significant as hosts |Indonesia |aid
out the red carpet treatnment for Dr Mahathir, who will no longer be in the
front seat of the gathering of ASEAN | eaders.

The Bali Sunmmt was Mahathir's |ast ASEAN neeting before his planned
retirement end of this nonth.

"This is the very last Sunmt to be graced by the presence of a dear
col l eague, who is also a steadfast friend to us all. Today, we take the
opportunity to say a fond farewell to H's Excell ency Dr Mhathir Mhamad, "
decl ared Megawati .

In her glowing tribute to Dr Mahathir, she said the Ml aysian Prem er
had al ways had strong and inforned views on ASEAN and never hesitated to
say the unpl easant.

The Sunmit is a sweet parting for himas it is not only his |ast but
al so the nost successful ever held since its inception nine years ago.
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