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Mahat hir-Tri but e
ASEAN SUW T TO PAY TRI BUTE TO DR MAHATH R

By: Sal biah Said and Openg Onn

NUSA DUA (Bali), Oct 5 (Bernama) -- Next week's gathering of Asean
| eaders on this popul ar I ndonesian island resort of Bali will go down in
history as a nenorable event as the summt pays tribute to Malaysia's Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad who will be retiring this nmonth
after steering the nation to progress for 22 years.

I ndonesi an President Megawati Soekarnoputri will take some sentinenta
nmonents after the signing of the historic Bali Concord Il anong the | eaders
on Tuesday to pay tribute to the spokesman of "New Asi a" whose ideas,
wi sdom and vi si on have been a source of inspiration to nany.

Dr Mahathir, 77, who has been in power since 1981, stunned the nation
with his resignation announcenent in June |last year. He later agreed to
continue to hel mthe governnent until Cctober this year to ensure a snooth
and orderly transition of power to his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi .

For the Association of Southeast Asian nations, Dr Mahathir's
contributions will be cherished in the formof a nmenento to be presented by
t he I ndonesi an President in her capacity as the current chairperson of the
regi onal groupi ng.

Under his gui dance, Asean took on a nore vibrant and dom nant rol e,
enj oyi ng equal footing as other world groupings. It was during his tenure
t hat Asean took Myanmar, Canbodia and Laos into its realm thus broadeni ng
its sphere of influence and border

Today, Asean has becone a force to be reckoned with. Froma nere
groupi ng of friendly neighbours, it has transfornmed into a solid entity,
est abl i shing econom c cooperation with key di al ogue partners
-- Japan, South Korea and China -- under the flagship of Asean plus three
(Asean+3).

It was Dr Mahathir, who initiated and pushed the Asean+3, an idea which
he suggested in 1990 as a counterweight to the trade blocs forned in Europe
and North Anerica.

"Dr M, as he is popularly known, will no longer be at the centre stage
of Asean after he retires, but having carved his nane as a world icon, his
i deas and views wi |l always be nuch sought after

Even as the day is drawi ng cl oser before Ml aysia wel cones his
successor, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, he continues to provide the
beacon of |ight for Asean nenbers to nove ahead in facing the chall enges.

Dr Mahathir had proposed recently that the countries of East Asia give
a proper name to their regional grouping and stop hiding behind the title
"Asean plus three.™

The 10 menbers of Asean and their Northeast Asian nei ghbours -- China,
Japan and South Korea -- are now hol ding an annual sunmt here. The Asean
| eaders will neet for two days from Tuesday.

Dr Mahathir said he would Iike to see the group renaned as the East
Asi an Econonmic Group, adding that the name Asean+3 was a throwback to a
ti me when nenbers were afraid of upsetting outsiders by their grow ng sense
of unity.

"We woul d be very happy if we stopped hiding behind this spurious title
and cal | ed ourselves the East Asia Economic Goup," he told a conference on
the regi on organi sed by Malaysia's Institute of Strategic and Internationa
St udi es.

There is nervousness anong sone people and | don't know whet her they



will accept this idea,"” said Dr Mahathir, who first suggested such a
grouping in 1990 as a counterweight to the trade blocs formed in Europe and
North Aneri ca.

"The countries of East Asia should state openly that they want to form
a single grouping like the North American Free Trade Area and the European
Community, " he added.

As this summt will be Dr Mahathir's last as Malaysia's Prime Mnister,
he remains in the linelight and a star attraction for the foreign press
corp covering the sunmt.

According to Mal aysian officials, nore than 30 requests for interviews
have been received fromthe forei gn nedia.

However, due to the overwhel m ng requests, a joint nedia conference has
been arranged for them on Wednesday.

- - BERNAMA

SS OPP TS



	ASEAN SUMMIT TO PAY TRIBUTE TO DR MAHATHIR  (Bernama 05/10/2003)

