09 CCT 2003
Mahat hi r - Myanmar
ASEAN W LL NOT USE SANCTI ONS AGAI NST MYANVAR, SAYS DR M

From Openg Onn and Sal bi ah Sai d

NUSA DUA (Bali), Oct 9 (Bernama) -- ASEAN will not inpose sanctions
agai nst Myanmar over the house arrest inposed by its mlitary governnment on
pro- Denocracy | eader Aung San Suu Kyi, Ml aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

"We don't believe in applying sanctions against a country which refuses
or has not been able to be denocratic. If you apply sanctions, you are
puni shi ng peopl e and depriving them of nedicine and so forth,"” he told a
nmedi a conference at the end of his visit to Bali to attend the ninth ASEAN
Summi t .

Such action was a cruel way of trying to spread an ideol ogy which was
supposed to be good, he said, adding that if denocracy was so good, then it
shoul d not use such nethods, |ike dropping atom bonbs.

"The only country that has dropped at om bonbs happens to be a
denocracy. And | don't appreciate that," said Dr Mahathir.

Asked whether he had any regrets in being the prime nmover in admtting
Myanmar into the regional grouping, he said "no regrets.”

He said the people of Myanmar went through periods of difficulty and
they had to react to it.

"W have to be patient with them" he said.

Respondi ng to anot her question on Myanmar, he said ASEAN would like to
see Myanmar becone denocratic and that the grouping understood the probl ens
faced by the country.

"It is not just one person who may be opposing or are against the
gover nnment of Myanmar today.

"They have about 100 ethnic groups who are arnmed, they have guns and
rockets. They used to fight against the Myanmar governnent but today there
is sone reconciliation but they retain their weapons,"” he said.

ASEAN, he said, would like to see Myanmar progress towards denocracy as
a roadmap had been drawn.

"Perhaps the timng will need to be adjusted and progress further. W
don't think that we should apply pressure on Myanmar whi ch woul d actually
victimse the people of Myanmar rather than the government. It will do no
good at all," he said.

The Prime Mnister was al so asked on a ki dnappi ng i ncident where 10
peopl e were bei ng abducted by a group of unknown assail ants, at the Borneo
Par adi se Eco Farm Resort in Kunak, |last Sunday. The resort is about three
hours' flight from Mal aysia's capital, Kuala Lunpur.

He said the incident was regrettable as it only nmeant that Ml aysia had
to tighten its security as well as increasing closer cooperation with
nei ghbouring countri es.

"We don't like these activities because people do not know actually how
big is South East Asia and they think if anything happens in one particul ar
spot in the region, the whole of South East Asia has beconme an unsafe
pl ace. That is why we regret this occurrence. W will take neasures to stop
a repeat of this kind of activity,” he said.

- - BERNAMA

SS OPP HS AO



	ASEAN WILL NOT USE SANCTIONS AGAINST MYANMAR, SAYS DR M (Bernama 09/10/2003)

