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ABDULLAH ARRI VES | N TOKYO FOR ASEAN- JAPAN COMVEMORATI VE SUMWM T

By: Mhd Fisol Jaafar

TOKYO, Dec 10 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi arrived here tonight to join nine Asean heads of state and
government for the two-day Asean-Japan Commenorative Summ t, beginning
t onor r ow.

The sunmit, initiated by Japan and the first with a dial ogue partner to
be hel d outside the Sout heast Asian region, marks the 30th anniversary of
Asean- Japan rel ations. The other two Asean di al ogue partners are China and
Sout h Kor ea.

Acconpani ed by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and
International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Abdullah
and the other | eaders would take stock of 30 years of that relationship as
wel | as exchange views on strengtheni ng and deepeni ng these rel ati ons.

Co-chaired by Japanese Prime Mnister Junichiro Koizum and | ndonesia
Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri, the sunmmt would be held at the Geihi nkan
State Guest House in the heart of sprawling Tokyo, now in early w nter.

Taki ng advantage of his first official appearance abroad since taking
over as Prinme Mnister from Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on Cct 31, Abdul | ah
will hold bilateral talks with Koizum at Sori Kantei, the Japanese Prine
Mnister's Ofice tonorrow norning.

He will then call on Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei at the Inperial
Hot el where nost of the Asean | eaders, including Abdullah, are staying
during their stay here.

Abdul l ah will also hold talks with Philippine President Goria
Macapagal Arroyo, Singapore Prine Mnister Goh Chok Tong and Thai Prine
M ni ster Thaksin Shi nawatra before attending the opening of the summt
tonorrow afternoon.

The prime mnister would have an audi ence with Enperor Aki hito and
Enpress M chi ko at the Inperial Pal ace tonorrow afternoon before attendi ng
a di nner hosted by Koizum .

The second day of the sunmit on Friday will see the | eaders discussing
various issues ranging fromtrade, finance to political and security
rel ations.

They are al so expected to adopt the Tokyo Decl aration and Joi nt Plan of
Action containing bold steps to enhance the Asean-Japan relations in the
21st century.

It is understood that the Tokyo Decl arati on woul d focus on the idea of
an East Asian Community and an East Asia Free Trade Area.

Abdul | ah returns to Kual a Lunmpur on Friday afternoon.
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