22 JUL 2003
Asem Myanmar
ASEM FOREI GN M NI STERS NOT TO BE S| DETRACKED BY MYANVAR | SSUE

By: Openg Onn

NUSA DUA (Bali), July 22 (Bernama) -- The foreign mnisters neeting
(FMM of the Asia-Europe Meeting (Asem) here will not be sidetracked by the
i ssue of the detention of Myanmar's pro-denocracy | eader Aung San Suu Kyi
despite the wi shes of some European countries for it to be di scussed,
senior officials said today.

Director-Ceneral of the Indonesian Intra-Regional Cooperation
(Anerica- Europe), Retno Marsudi said that though the issue had not been
di scussed at the senior officials neeting (SOV), officials had agreed that
it would not cone up later as a separate agenda.

"There has been a consensus that the Myanmar issue on Suu Kyi wll not
be entertained as a separate agenda. W have agreed that this is not a
conference on Myanmar and nore so Suu Kyi," she said when nmet by reporters
on the sideline of the SOMtoday ahead of the Asem FMM

She anticipated that the issue m ght be brought up in the SOM pl enary
sessi on today and tonorrow and subsequently during the Asem FVWM by
i nterested partners.

It would not be a problemas Asemwas a free willing grouping and it
woul d be left to the floor to bring up such discussion, she said,
enphasising that it would not however be treated as a stand al one issue.

Retno said that the comi ng Asem FMM woul d give priority on the

enl argenent of Asemto include three nore Asian countries -- Myanmar, Laos
and Canbodi a.
At present, 10 Asian countries are in the list of Asem-- Indonesia,

Mal aysi a, the Philippines, Brunei, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam China,
Japan and Sout h Kor ea.

Europe has 15 representatives, nanely Austria, Belgium Denmark,

Fi nl and, Germany, G eece, Spain, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxenbourg, The
Net her | ands, Portugal, Sweden, and the United Kingdom as well as the
Conmmi ssi oner of the European Union (EU).

Eur ope has expressed its objection on the inclusion of Myanmar under
t he enl argenent proposal agreed by the Aseminformal summit in Singapore in
2001.

"Qur priority nowis on the enlargenent proposal and nust be carried
out under one package as the trio have applied at the sane tine as Asem new
partners," she said.

The neeting cropped up just days after Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad remar ked that Myanmar may be expelled fromthe 10- nenber
Associ ati on of South-East Asian Nations (Asean) if the country refuses to

free Suu Kyi .
Mal aysi an senior officials' chief of delegation, Datuk Hsu Ki ng Bee,
who is also Deputy Secretary-CGeneral Il of the Foreign Mnistry, when asked

on the subject said that Asia was not willing if the Suu Kyi issue is
i ncl uded in the agenda.

"This nmeeting is about the Asian cooperation with Europe. That is their
view (for the detention of Suu Kyi issue to be discussed) but we do not
want," she sai d.

The Mal aysi an del egation to the AsemFMM wi || be headed by Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Syed Hamid Al bar who will arrive here tonorrow

The nmeeting will centre on a series of international issues including
post-war lraq, the situation in the Korean peninsula, the non-proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction and the recent outbreak of the Severe Acute



Respiratory Syndrone (SARS).

Al so high on the agenda will be establishing counter-terrorism
al li ances between the two continents.
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