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Mahat hir - Asi a
ASI A CAPABLE AS THE WORLD S THI RD VO CE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- Asia has the capability to be the
world's third voice balancing that of the United States and European
countries, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad toni ght.

In an Special Interview aired on NTV, he said, Asia should put its
pl ace as a region that can hel p shape the world.

"Asia has the capability even if we discount its popul ation which is
very big. W have to take into consideration the fact that many countries
of Asia have made trenmendous progress,” he said.

He said Japan is already a devel oped country, China is com ng al ong and
so are India and Sout h- East Asian countries. Asian countries have a big
stake of the globe and thus, they nmust help to shape it in ternms of
i nternational practices.

Dr Mahathir said devel opi ng nations nust ask thensel ves where they want
to go fromhere, what their options are and what they should do about it.

Commenting on the local front in the segnented TV progranme, Dr
Mahat hir said he feels that Ml aysia has yet to strongly establish itself
as a devel oped nation despite being viewed as al ready having achi eved the
devel oped status by the global conmunity.

Dr Mahathir said there is still much work to be done and nmaki ng sure
Mal aysi s' s devel opnent is spread out and ensure that the growth is not only
inthe cities but also in rural areas by changing the way things are done.

Citing an exanple, he said, in rural areas farns are very small and
inefficient that deprive owners from adopti ng new t echnol ogies to inprove
their yield and returns.

He said we have to change that by amal gamati ng and, to sone extent,
training our people to run farns as commercial enterprises so that they can
earn nore for thenselves.

Dr Mahathir said that it is not a question of speed but understandi ng
t he changes that are taking place. Left to thenselves, what will happen is
that there will be rural-urban mgration

"When rural people come to the cities and find no suitable jobs for
t hensel ves, there are going to be greater slunps in the cities. W can
tackle (this problenm) in two ways.

"We create nore jobs in cities so that people can live better in the
cities and neet its standards of living or alternatively, we can make the
rural areas nore attractive.

"And this is a matter of providing good infrastructure |ike
conmuni cati ons and transporatation. This is what we are trying to do. Wile
we cannot help people conming into the cities, we should ensure that they
are well qualified when they cone.

"And even if they stay in the rural areas, they would enjoy a good
life,” he added.
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