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By: Sal biah Said

TOKYO, June 3 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that if Asia is to play a role in shaping the New Wrld
Order, the first thing it nmust do is torid itself of its historica
baggage.

"Per haps Asians should rem nd thenselves that they were civilised |ong
bef ore the Europeans energed fromtheir caves,” he said at the 15th
anni versary synposiumof the Institute for International Policy Studies
(I'1'PS) at Hotel Okura here.

In his keynote address on "The Asian Di nension under the New Wrld
Order: Evolving Paradigns in Asia and Japan”, Dr Mahathir shared his
thoughts with the audi ence conprising acadeni ci ans and researchers, on what
Asia could do to get out of the mental bl ock

"Asi ans have their own ways. W should not try to inpose our way as the
Europeans |ike to do. W shoul d devise our own systens and prove their
goodness by applying themto ourselves first.

"If Asia wants to play a role in the determ nation of a new world
order, it is necessary that it learns to be nore critical of ideas and
concepts com ng out of the West.

"If it cannot do this, then it is nost unlikely to play a neaningfu
role in the shaping of a New Wrld Order,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Asia should not adopt a simlar approach as the
Eur opeans. "W need not conquer or domi nate in order to have our val ues and
i deas accepted. Japan's formula for success has pronpted other countries in
Asia to adopt it of their own free will,"” he said.

"If we are successful then others will follow If we fail, then we
shoul d be prepared to nodify or reject.

"We nmust never be so fanatical about our own creations that even when
we fail or we get bad results, we continue to insist on uphol ding them
Results are far nore inportant than ideol ogies or systens.

"W may feel lonely sonetinmes as we flounder about and neet viol ent
oppositions. But there is no perfect system W nust never be trapped into
accepting all and every interpretation of the initial ideas or systens,"”
said Dr Mahathir.

"On the other hand, we nmust be willing to lend our ears to adverse
comments and criticisnms in order to inprove on the original idea.

"It is not inpossible for Asians to accept and blend their ideas with
t hose of the Europeans and others. The result would still reflect Asian
i nputs, Asian contribution to a new world order,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that globalisation had effectively nade the whol e
world into one single country. "Is it not right that the rich countries
shoul d contribute to the devel opnent of the poor countries?" he said.

The rich, said the prinme mnister, had undertaken to contribute 0.7 per
cent of their gross donestic product (GDP) to aid the poor, and nearly al
of them had reneged on their prom se. And so the poor had remai ned poor, he
sai d.

"The poor should not believe that the world owes thema |iving, but on
the other hand, if the rich becane rich by exploiting the poor either
directly or indirectly, it is fair that the rich help raise the poor from
their debilitating poverty.

"The rich are right in not wanting the noney they contribute to be
squandered by inefficient governnents. There is a Chi nese saying that when



a man begs for food, give hima fishing rod. He will then be free from
hunger al ways.

"So give a fishing rod to the poor countries by building for themthe
necessary infrastructures so they may export their products and inport
their needs at reasonable prices.

"Airports, railways, roads, water supply and electricity, will do this.
Even as these are being built, the jobs created would benefit the people.
And w t hout doubt, that benefit will be self-multiplying," he said

"I will admt that this was ny proposal at a conference in Boao, China.
There was a deafening silence. It is right to advocate the renoval of
borders so that wealth of a country can be exploited by the rich but to
return some of that wealth to the exploited country neets with utter
si | ence.

"I believe truly that Asians can contribute, positively to the creation
of a new world order which redistributes the bounty of this earth in a much
nore equitable way. That shoul d be the Asian di nensi on under the new world
order," said Dr Mahathir.

The Europeans, he said, clainmed that their values were in fact
uni versal values and that there was no such thing as Asian values. "If
there are, then they must be wong or inferior. And so today's universa
val ues are basically European,” he said.

"The nation state is a European concept, along with i deas about human
rights, freedom and denocracy. And now, we have to accept borderl essness
and gl obal i sati on which effectively denies the i ndependence of nations. And
Asi a does not protest,” the prinme mnister said.

"Although it is seemingly a reversal of European thinking, it can be
just a ploy to break down the barriers to their exploitation of the wealth
of the entities created by their idea of nation states, independence and
freedom They thensel ves would remain very much nation states by ot her
nmeans, " he said.

Asi ans, he said, had never reversed a concept pronoted by the
Eur opeans.

"They would feel guilty of not acceding to universally accepted val ues
and i deas as propounded by European propaganda. And yet when the Europeans
apparently reversed their ideas Asians feel bound to accept them

"It would seemthat Asians are not nerely bereft of ideas but they
suffer froma mnd bl ock which prevents themfromcritically exam ning
what ever thoughts emanate fromthe Europeans and when necessary reject
t hem

"They would not be able to reject the nation state in favour of
globalisation if it had not been initiated by the Europeans,” he said.

"OF course there were faults in the old systemof international trade.
But nust the answer be total free trade and the renoval of nationa
boundari es? Cannot there be sonmething | ess extrene?" he said.

But Asians, said Dr Mahathir, did not question the idea of free trade
and the acconpanyi ng changes. Asians not only accepted them but nmany
ardently believed that they were good in thensel ves, and even after their
prosperous economn es were being destroyed by this regine, they had not
altered their commtnent, he said.

On the other hand, nost European countries rejected free trade when it
hurt them and did not hesitate to bail out their hedge funds, autonobile
industries and airlines, said Dr Mahathir, noting that their farmng was
strongly protected, and at the slightest threat, they would inpose
countervailing duties and other non-tariff barriers.

At the same time, transparency was vigorously advocated in all business
deal i ngs, he said.

But hedge funds whose dealings were far bigger than the val ue of total



worl d trade, need not be transparent, he added, and yet, these funds could
cause great harmto the econony of countries and of whol e regions.
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