12 JUN 2003
Syed Ham d- Tur key
KL, ANKARA TO SI GN MoU ON ENERGY, WATER MANAGEMENT

PUTRAJAYA, June 12 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and Turkey will sign a
menor andum of under st andi ng (MoU) on energy and water management during the
three-day visit by Turkish Prime Mnister Recep Tayyi p Erdogan begi nni ng
t onor r ow.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the two countries are
al so expected to explore ways to step up bilateral ties in economc, trade,
culture and touri smsectors.

The current annual bilateral trade vol une between the two countries
stands at RM200 million.

"W appreciate Erdogan's decision, as the new Prine M nister of Turkey,
to visit our country," he told reporters here today.

Syed Hami d said Kual a Lumpur and Ankara woul d take advantage of the
visit to exchange views on bilateral and international relations.

He said Mal aysia was al so eyeing the Turkish narket for its palmoil
product s.

He urged Mal aysi an conpani es to explore econom c activity opportunities
in Turkey, including road and hi ghway construction, based on the expertise
t hey have.

Syed Hanid said the visit showed Turkey was serious inits efforts to
have cl ose ties with Ml aysi a.

Mal aysi a was anong the nmenbers of the Non-Aligned Mouvenent (NAM and
Organi sation of Islanm c Conference (O C) picked by Erdogan to visit, he
sai d.

He is expected to arrive at the KL International Airport in Sepang
t omor r ow nor ni ng.

He woul d neet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the
Prime Mnister's Department in the evening.

Er dogan woul d be acconpani ed by a 200- menber entourage, including five
m ni sters and ni ne Menbers of Parliament.
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