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LI MA 03 KI CKS OFF W TH DAZZLI NG AEROBATI C DI SPLAY

LANGKAW , Sept 30 (Bernanmm) -- The seventh edition of the Langkaw
International Maritinme and Aerospace (LIMA 03) exhibition kicked off today
with a thundering display by several aerobatic teans.

Four Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVAF) F-5Es perfornmed a fly-past
mnutes after the official opening by the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, at the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre.

The aircraft, the maminstay of RVMAF capability during the insurgency
period, entertained the crowd with several nmnoeuvres.

The sky above the exhibition centre was then filled with 160 nenbers of
the Mal aysian Arny's Rapid Depl oynent Force (RDF) being air-dropped on to
t he Padang Matsirat runways by two RVAF C- 130 Hercul es aircraft.

To make it an even nore nenorable perfornmance, all the 160 RDF
par at roopers were born in Kedah.

RVAF' s FA-18D Hornets also took to the skies with six aircraft fromthe
No 18 Squadron, based at Butterworth, doing several difficult formations.

The aircraft, bought fromthe United States several years ago wth
ni ght-attack capability, executed several formations such as the "fan
burst", "afterburner |oop" and "vertical bonmbers" nuch to delight of the
appreci ative audi ence.

RVAF Chi ef Jen Datuk Abdullah Ahmad al so took part, piloting an Aloutte
MK 3 helicopter, to display several nanoeuvres.

H s helicopter, bearing the words "For You Dr Mahathir" and "Keranamnu
Dr Mahathir", took to the sky to thank the Prinme Mnister for nodernising
t he RVAF.

Seven RVAF M G 29Ns, fromthe No 17 and No 19 Squadrons based at
Kuantan, |ed by Kol Affendi Buang, also took part in the display with
several world-class formations.

Anong the formations were "knife edge" and "vertical bonmbers".

The British Red Arrows aerobatic team perforned the opening cerenony's
grand finale, entertaining the crowd with several close formations with the
aircraft flying as close as six feet apart during the display.

Ni ne Hawks aircraft, |led by Squadron Leader Spike Jepsen, took to the
skies to execute well-rehearsed fornmati ons such as the "Gi pen", "Di anond
9", "Apollo Bend" and "Doubl e D anbnd Row'.

The worl d-renowned Red Arrows al so nanaged to "draw' a heart with a
spear running through it.
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