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AUTOSHOW FRANKFURT
AUTOVECHANI KA ASI A SHOW I N KL TO BECOVE KEY AUTOMOTI VE EVENT FOR AFTA

By: Mani k Meht a

FRANKFURT, Sept 25 (Bernama) -- Messe Frankfurt, the organizer of the
worl d's largest trade show for auto parts, accessories and services,

Aut orechani ka Frankfurt, believes that its upconm ng Asian version of the
event will beconme a "key autonotive event" for the ASEAN Free Trade Area
(AFTA) .

The Aut omechani ka Asia, as the Asian version is called, has been noved
effective this year fromits past venue in Singapore to Ml aysia.

Thi s mai den event in Malaysia will be held from Novenber 12-15 at the
Putra World Trade Centre in Kuala Lunpur. "The third presentation of
Aut onechani ka Asia is on course to be a successful event in the
new y-i npl emented free trade area of ASEAN," says Messe Frankfurt.

In "ASEAN s bi ggest passenger vehicle market", as Ml aysia is being
called, the event has already attracted nore than 100 maj or exhibitors from
nmore than 12 countries, including the autonotive industry's |eadi ng nanes
such as Daim erChrysler, Robert Bosch, FACOM SACHS and ZF.

Messe Frankfurt said in a statenent that it expects nore than 7,000
trade visitors fromover 20 countries to attend the event.

Aut orechani ka Acadeny, a one-day forumwhich will focus on business,
environnental, regulatory and other issues affecting the regional
aut onotive industry would al so be held in conjunction with the main
exhi bition, on Novenber 13 also at PWC

Messe Frankfurt says the Automechani ka Acadeny will feature "some of
the industry's nost authoritative voices", including representatives of the
Mal aysian M nistry of International Trade and Industry, the Ml aysian
Aut onot i ve Conponents Parts Manufacturers Association and the
Mal aysi an- Ger man Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry.

The topics to be discussed will include the |latest trends, devel opnents
and chal | enges facing the autonotive busi nesses, and neasures needed to
sharpen the conpetitive edge of Mal aysia's autonotive industry.

This will also be in keeping with the forum s objective of giving the
partici pants an "excellent opportunity to |l earn, interact and exchange
i deas".

M chel - Al exandre Morlat, the Vice President of the Brand Autonechani ka,
was "pleased" with the level of interest shown in the Autonechani ka Acadeny
anong pre-registered visitors of the Autonechani ka Asia fair.

"We are positive that the topics fromour Ml aysian partners and
supporters will be useful for conpanies that are globalizing their business
operations, and for foreign conpanies investing in this region,"” he says.
Aut orechani ka Acadeny will feature six separate presentations.

The Mal aysian Mnistry of International Trade and Industry (MTI) will
open this event with a discussion on "Cpportunities in ASEAN - with speci al
enphasi s on the Ml aysian autonotive industry"”.

G Al agasan, director, sectoral policy | at MTl, will lead the
di scussions on the |latest trends, devel opnents and chal |l enges facing the
aut onoti ve busi nesses, and outline key measures adopted by MTI to enhance
the conpetitiveness of the industry in Malaysia. MTlI will also exam ne the
bl ueprint to devel op Malaysia into a regional production and distribution
hub for the autonotive industry.

"I have seen the products displayed by Ml aysi an manufacturers at the
Aut orechani ka show in Frankfurt, and am confident that Ml aysia can becone
a regional production and distribution hub for the autonotive industry.



It needs to add value to its products and al so work closely with the
buyers," says a German buyer who sources autonotive parts and accessories
for the autonmotive industry froma nunber of Southeast Asian countries,

i ncl udi ng Mal aysi a.

"Aftermarket Trends in Europe" will exam ne the changed busi ness
environnent resulting fromthe recent inplenentation of the new bl ock
exenption regul ati on and the European policy for the purchase of spare
parts.

Al ai n Montredon, senior president Afternarket Wrl dw de/ Renault expert
consul tant Aftermarket Qperations for Vehical Mnufacturers, will speak on
this subject.

Ferrucci o Bl anc, executive manager, Autonotive & Subcontracting
Promotion at the Centro Estero Canere Commerci o Pienontesi, will speak on
"European Oiginal Equi prent Market, Partnerships with Vehicle
Manuf acturers” with a presentation on "From Concept to Car Project”.

Tony Leow, vice president, Ml aysian Autonotive Conponent Parts
Manuf acturers Association, will speak on "The Ml aysi an Aut onotive
Component Parts Industry - Challenging Ti nes Ahead".

"Em ssions Regul ations - Qur chance to inprove life quality - Cean
Air" will be presented by Klaus Burger, sales director of MAHA Maschi nenbau
Hal denwang GmH. & Co. KG to outline the various targets, measures and
t echnol ogy-driven em ssion control systens recommended as part of a broader
environnental initiative to control air pollution resulting from notor
vehi cl es.

The Acadeny wi |l be concluded by Rainer Herret, executive director of
t he Mal aysi an- Ger man Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry.

Herret will provide information on "Making Cooperation with the
Mal aysi an autonotive industry a success - a guideline to junp the
intercultural barrier", ainmed at hel ping industry players overcone the
intercultural barriers in an increasingly conpetitive, integrated and
gl obal business environment. -- BERNAMVA
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