04 NOV 2003
Nori an-Retire
|' VE DONE MY BEST, SAYS NORI AN

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 4 (Bernama) -- Tan Sri Norian Mai, who retires as the
I nspect or- General of Police today, says he has discharged his duties to the
best of his ability and is satisfied with the police contributions to the
country's peace and prosperity.

After holding the top post in the police force for alnobst five years,
Norian said he felt a lot of inprovenents need to be done by the Royal
Mal aysia Police to tackle various problens and challenges in tandemw th
the nation's rapid devel oprent.

"To ne, I'msatisfied because |'ve tried ny best to honour the trust
and responsibility entrusted upon nme as the Inspector-General of Police
begi nni ng 1999.

"So, when |I'm|leaving the force now, the people are seeing a peacefu

country. | believe the people can see the Royal Ml aysia Police's
contributions to the country's progress.
"Hence, | feel satisfied to have carried out the responsibilities to

the best of my ability,"” he told reporters at his office here yesterday.
Norian, who will celebrate his 57th birthday tonorrow, joined the
police force in 1969. His tenure as the |Inspector-General of Police was
ext ended by the governnent for two years after attaining the nmandatory
retirement age in 2001
"It's not that | think (police achievenent |evels) cannot be inproved

anynore. |I'msatisfied after working to the best of nmy ability.
"OfF course, there are still a lot nore that needed inprovenent in the
force," he said.

Nori an took over as Inspector-Ceneral of Police from Tan Sri Abdu
Rahi m Noor at the height of the infanbus "black eye" incident.

Rahi m was sentenced to two nonths' jail and fined RV2, 000 by the Kual a
Lunpur Sessions Court after he pleaded guilty to causing hurt to forner
deputy prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimat the federal police
headquarters lock-up in Bukit Aman here at 10.45pm on Sept 20, 1998.

Anwar was arrested on the sanme day for his involvenent in a
anti-government denonstration and was taken to Bukit Aman and was placed in
a cell
Nori an was asked whether the tainted police inmge follow ng the "black

i nci dent had been restored.
"It's difficult for me to conmment. To ne, it's nore to how the society,
the ayman and the government assess it. It's difficult for nme to

eval uate," he said.

Nevert hel ess, feedback fromthe public and individuals showed police
have succeeded in restoring their inmge, he said.

Norian said in his farewell call on Dr Mahathir before he retired as
Prime Mnister, he could al so sense a simlar inpression

In an ideal situation, a country need not always increase the size of
the police force in tandemw th popul ati on growt h and devel opnent as bei ng
done in Ml aysia, he said.

"In several devel oped countries, what is done is that they inprove the
personal efficiency of a policeman besides using nodern equi prent.

"A policenman is also given various duties," he said, referring to the
police force recruiting nore than 20,000 personnel

"But, in Malaysia, we're unable to do it yet," he said.

Asked what were the main challenges he faced during his stint as IGP

eye



Norian said rooting out Al -Ma' unah militant group in 2000 and mai ntai ning
order during clashes between sonme residents of Kanmpung Medan, near hear, in
2001, adding that he was initially worried that such incidents m ght
under m ne national security.

He said apart fromthe incidents, the police also had to deal with the
public outcry over high crinme rates, especially in urban areas, with the
pol i ce being blamed for "not doing enough to tackle the problem™”

The police had a difficult task in convincing the public since they
failed to understand how the police had al so to deploy and optimse its
resources in duties other than crinme prevention al one, he said.

He expl ai ned that police personnel had to be depl oyed at other areas
like logistics department, adm nistration, the Special Branch, marine and
ot her enforcenent duties.

On anot her note, Norian said he never condoned any nual practices or
i ndi sci pline whether it involved high-ranking officers or |ow rank
per sonnel

He said each year, hundreds of policenmen were either being sacked or
charged in court for m sconduct, nore than at any other government
enf or cenent agenci es.

He expressed concern about some young policenen indulging in corrupt
practices as they could not resist the trends towards the society being
nore materialistic.

To tackle this problem various courses and sem nars were held at al
| evel s to equip police personnel with better know edge as well as religious
counselling to help them stay away from unhealthy activities.

Answering a question, Norian said the nedia's penchant for reporting of
crime in the country did not adversely affect foreign investnments but
i nstead feedback fromforeign investors showed that a key factor of
Mal aysia's attraction as an investnment centre was its peace and stability.

On anot her issue, Norian said disciplinary action was taken agai nst
several police officers for their failure to foll ow established procedures
in detaining 186 Information Technology (I T) workers fromlndia at
Brickfields here in March.

India protested over the incident, pronpting then Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi to order the Foreign Mnistry to send a
not e of apol ogy.

It was reported that the incident |ed the Indian Governnent to review
several infrastructure projects being awarded to Mal aysian firnmns.

"Mbst countries understand our action such as when their nationals are
involved in fights,"” said Norian, who was asked about certain police action
that could strain bilateral relations between Ml aysia and the hone
countries of immgrants.

Asked about his post-retirement plans, Norian said: "Nothing
interesting but fromnow, I will have nore tinme for ny golf."
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