26 FEB 2003

Adnan- hi ghl ands

HALT ON DEVELOPMENT WORKS | N CAMERON HI GHLANDS STILL I N FORCE, SAYS
ADNAN

KUANTAN, Feb 26 (Bernama) -- The halt on all devel opnment works in the
Caneron Highlands is still in force until such atine to be notified |ater,
sai d Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob today.

He said only works to inprove drai nage and counter the effect of
erosi on woul d be al | owed.

The freeze order on all projects announced by himon Feb 5 was the
price devel opers had to pay for ignoring the conditions inposed on
devel oprent of highlands, he told reporters after chairing the state
executive council neeting, here.

Adnan said he shared the view of Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's
Department Datuk Dr Rais Yatimthat | and admini strators who approved
projects that destroyed the highlands should be jailed and fi ned.

Dr Rai s had suggested anmendi ng the Land Adm nistration Act 1960 and the
Land Code to define such act as an of fence under the Penal Code.

Adnan, who was in Kuala Lunmpur during the 13th Non-Aligned Myvenent
(NAM) Summit which ended yesterday, said he nmet Dr Rais and Sci ence,
Technol ogy and Environnment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding to discuss the
matter.

"I presented themview of the state governnent that haphazard | and
wor ks shoul d al so be consi dered as an of fence under the Penal Code and of
the inmportance of tightening further regulations or provisions in the Land
Rehabi litation Act and Town Pl anni ng Act," he said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad had al so expressed
concern recently over the goings-on in the Cameron H ghl ands.
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