22 JUL 2003
Syed Hani d- Wat er
BALL AT SI NGAPORE' S FEET NOW SAYS SYED HAM D

PUTRAJAYA, July 22 (Bernama) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar today reiterated that the door for negotiation is still open to
Si ngapore towards resolving the water dispute between the city state and
Mal aysi a.

He said Malaysia was willing to sit down and negotiate and it was now
up to Singapore to take the next step

"I think the ball is at Singapore's feet now It is up to themto do
what ever i s necessary. W have said that we have not closed the door to
negoti ati on.

"If Singapore wants to do it, they can contact us and we will be quite
happy to sit down with them" he said when commenting on the publication of
a series of advertisements and a booklet by the governnent to correct
m sconceptions and al | egati ons nade by Singapore over the stalled water
negoti ati ons.

Syed Hami d was speaking to reporters after receiving a visit fromhis
Sout h Korean counterpart, Yoon Young-Kwan, at Wsma Putra here.

The 20-page booklet entitled "Water: The Singapore-Mal aysia Dispute -
The Facts" was published by the National Econom c Action Council (NEAC) to
counter clains which appeared in the Singaporean publication, "Water Tal ks?
If Only It Coul d".

It hit the streets yesterday at three sen a copy, the price Singapore
is currently paying for every 1,000 gallons of Malaysia' s raw water, which
is at the centre of the dispute.

Syed Hamid pointed out that while the matter was still unresol ved,

Mal aysi a had conti nued supplying water to Singapore as a reasonabl e
nei ghbour .

"Let us not go on the rhetoric and try to blame each other. Let us |ook
at what is the real situation and resolve the issue in a serious and
si ncere manner," he said.

On another matter, the mnister said the statenent nade by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir that Myanmar risked being expelled from
Asean if it refused to rel ease detai ned pro-denocracy | eader Aung San Suu
Kyi should be viewed as a "rem nder froma good friend".

Syed Hanmi d said what was of concern was the credibility of Asean which
must be seen as being principled in its position

"W are willing to say (things) out to a fell ow Asean country not in a
confrontational way but in order for Myanmar to take heed of the views of
the international comunity.

"It is better to have internal persuasion rather than strong externa
pressure that will force theminto a nore difficult situation,” he said.

He al so said that it was inportant for the Myanmar governnent to set a
date for Suu Kyi's release and continue with the country's reconciliation
process.

On his talks with Yoon, Syed Hami d said that they exchanged views on
i ssues like the situation on the Korean peninsula, Palestine and Iraq.

"On the subject of the Korean peninsula, the Republic of Korea wants to
see the issue of nuclear (non-proliferation) in the North resol ved through
peaceful means and not through any threat of regine change," he said.
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