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Abdul I ah-Bi bl e
BAN ON | BAN- LANGUAGE BI BLE LI FTED

JOHOR BAHARU, April 25 (Bernama) -- The ban on the Iban-|anguage Bible
"Bup Kudus" has been lifted with i mediate effect, Acting Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said today.

"I have decided that the ban be lifted and that the action (lifting of
t he ban) be gazetted," said Abdullah, who is also the Hone M nister

He said the Iban-1anguage Bible was for use of the Iban community only
and it had been in use for a long tine.

The Bup Kudus was anong 35 books banned by the Home Mnistry |ast week.
Foll owi ng that, church | eaders had appealed to the mnistry for a
review of its decision, saying the Bible had been in use in Sarawak for 15

years.

Abdul | ah said the mnistry woul d ban books and nagazi nes di ssemi nating
extrem st views and teachings on any religion

"I't mght create groups practising extrem st religious teachings, which
m ght have bad effects on their religion and jeopardi se national security
and racial harnony," he told reporters after inspecting the Integrated
Sout hern Gat eway project here.

Abdul | ah al so said the mnistry would now be nore careful in vetting
forei gn magazi nes before approving themfor distribution in the country.

"W (ministry) need to be nore careful in the future,” he said when
asked on the vetting of the April 5 issue of The Economi st, which contai ned
an article highly critical of the |eadership of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad.

Abdul | ah said the mnistry scrutinised all foreign nmagazi nes before
they were released into the market but sometines basel ess reports "stil
got through".

He said the mnistry had no plans to take The Econom st to court over
the article.

The mnistry merely wanted nagazines to carry reports based on facts
and not |ies and manipul ati on, he said.

"We do not want reports that do not portray the actual situation, nore
on fabrication, which we cannot accept,” he said.

On the RML. 2 billion Integrated Southern Gateway project, he said the
government did not have problens with its financing.

He said if financing for the project to build a new Custons,

I mmigration and Quarantine (ClQ Conplex was a problemthe governnent woul d
not have started on it.

The project in Tanjung Puteri in the heart of the city will replace the
exi sting ClQ conplex at the Johor Causeway.

"No. If we have problemwe woul dn't have started on this project,"” he
said of the project, which is undertaken by Gerbang Perdana Sdn Bhd and
schedul ed for conpletion in October 2005.

"We are not sharing it with anybody. It's ours, 100 percent ours,

Mal aysi an (project) | nmean,"” he said.

He said work was progressing snmoothly and he hoped it woul d be
conpl eted on schedul e.

The project, which boasts an attractive design, is also ained at easing
severe congestion at the Johor Causeway and giving a new i mage to the
country's sout hern gateway.

Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul CGhani O hman and Second Fi nance M nister
Dat uk Dr Jamal uddin Jarjis acconpani ed Abdul l ah on the visit.



Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad perforned the
ground- breaki ng cerenony for the project |ast February.
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