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BANGKOK APEC MANAGES TRADE AGENDA DESPI TE U. S. PUSH FOR SECURI TY

By: Siti Hawa O hman

BANGKOK, Cct 23 (Bernama) -- The fact that the | eaders at the
just-ended APEC i nformal |eaders summit had given priority on re-starting
t he Doha round of the Wrld Trade Organi sation (WO negoti ati ons showed
that neeting was sonewhat successful despite the United States succeeded in
pushi ng security matters to the fore.

This showed that the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Co-operation (APEC) Forum
was at least stick able to its original objective of pronoting econonic
i ssues despite having to deviate to accommpdate the US which had been
harpi ng on the need to di scuss security.

The | eaders had reaffirmed the primacy of the multilateral trading
system when the WO i ssue was contained in the front page of the Bangkok
APEC Decl ar ati on.

They al so stressed on the urgent need for flexibility and politica
will by the governnents to re-start the Doha Devel opnent Agenda (DDA).

But ot her economic matters like reform ng the global financial
architecture and Asi an bonds took a backseat. Even Thail and's agenda to
speed up free trade at an earlier date to achieve the targets set at the
Bogor APEC Sunmit drew poor response as nmenber countries wanted to nove at
a pace they were confortable with.

The US flexed its nuscles by pushing for the security agenda into the
Bangkok Apec talks as it wanted to stress its position on the war agai nst
terrorism

Presi dent George W Bush succeeded in getting the Bangkok Apec
Decl aration to outline actions to elimnate transnational terrorismand the
proliferation of weapons of nmass destruction. These include adopting strict
donmestic export controls on man-portable air defence systens (MANPADS) and
col I aborati ons between APEC s Counter Terrorism Task Force, the Counter
Terrorism Action Goup (CTAG of the Goup of Eight (G), the United
Nati ons Security Council Counter Terrorism Comm ttee and ot her rel evant
agenci es.

Mal aysi a had strongly objected to security issues making its dom nance
and mai ntai ned that APEC should stick to trade matters. Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said security was inportant in terns of
getting economes to grow but did not agree on mlitary action.

Dr Mahathir left his last APEC Sunmt as prine mnister with a notable
quote: "We want fair trade, not free trade for globalisation. Fair trade
can be free but free trade can be unfair."

It clearly reaffirned Mal aysia's steadfast position and quest towards
equi tabl e trade between devel oped and devel opi ng countries and that APEC
shoul d be about things econom c. -- BERNANVA
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