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BANGLADESH TO RESOLVE O C SEC- GEN POSER W TH MALAYSI A

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 14 (Bernamm) -- Bangl adesh and Mal aysia will resolve the
i ssue of the appointnent of the new Organisation of the Islamc Conference
(A Q) secretary-general through di scussion, Bangladesh Foreign M nister
Manzur Morshed Khan said today.

"I can assure you one thing, that for Bangl adesh and Mal aysia there
will not be two fighting candidates...we will come to a decision through
di scussion,"” he told reporters after bilateral talks with his Ml aysian
counterpart, Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar. on the sidelines of the 10th O C
sunmit here.

He was asked whet her the appointnment of the new O C secretary-general
was di scussed during their meeting as both countries had indicated their
intention to nomi nate their own candi dates.

Bangl adesh had named Sal ahuddi n Quader Chowdhury, special advisor to
the prime mnister on parlianmentary affairs, while Ml aysia had said that
it would bid for the post but stopped short of nam ng the candi date.

The present O C secretary-general is Dr Abdel ouahed Bel kezi z of Morocco
and his termw ||l expire mddle of next year.

Nor shed Khan sai d Bangl adesh had received witten support for its
candi date from many countries, including Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Brunei and
I ndonesi a.

"For one, it doesn't go very well, and it has never happened that the
chai rman and secretary-general are fromthe sane country, he said.

He said Chowdhury would be able to work with Malaysia as the new O C
chairman to revitalise the organisation.

On the future of the AOC, he said the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who will retire as prinme mnister at end of the nonth,
was very much needed by the organi sation and t he unmah.

He said Dr Mahathir, together with other em nent persons fromthe
Musl i m countries, could design the roadmap for O C under the changing
ci rcunst ances because the O C was formed in 1969 with one agenda, that is
t he Pal estini an probl em

"After he has brought Ml aysia to what it is today...the Islamc ummah
needs the | eadership of Dr Mahatir and his vision, to take the O C from now
on, to do the restructuring and roadmap built around his |eadership,” he
sai d.

He said the O C nust play a greater role as new chal |l enges had emnerged
after the globalisation, the formation of Wrld Trade O ganisation,
intell ectual property rights concern and the Sept 11 2001 attacks on the
Uni ted States.

"Al'l these have to be addressed...you cannot say that it is not on the
agenda, it has to be on the agenda...the statute and charter have to be
| ooked into and revitalised, revanped, re-organised and reform nmust be
brought in," he said.
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