03 JUN 2003
BPM PROMOTI ON
BANK PERTANI AN BEG NS PROMOTI NG M CRO- CREDI T SCHEME

KUALA LUMPUR, June 3 (Bernanma) -- Bank Pertani an Mal aysia (BPM woul d
start state |level pronotions of the Mcro-Credit Schene tonorrow

Promotion of the schenme would be carried out at city halls, schools and
nosques | ocated in rural areas, said BPM chairman, Datuk Sul ai man Daud, at
the Iaunch of the schene at the bank's headquarters here today.

The first phase of the schene would i nvol ve about RV200 nillion in
fundi ngs, he said.

BPMis one of the financial institutions selected by the government to
i npl ement the Mcro-Credit Schene which would make avail able a total

funding of RML billion. The schene is part of the special econom c package
announced by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on May 21.
Fromthe RML billion fund, RVbOO mllion would be channelled to small

entrepreneurs under BPM and RM300 million under Bank Sinmpanan Nasi onal
(BSN). Another RM200 million would be allocated as additional funding to
t he Amanah I khtiar Ml aysia (AlIM fund under the BPM

Meanwhi | e, general manager of BPM Datuk Mbhd Rosli Aziz, said that
t hrough the schene, capital fundings would be nmade available to
entrepreneurs who are carrying out nmanufacturing, processing and marketing
activities in the agriculture sector.

The | oans woul d be provided on the basis of the viability of the
projects and the cash flow for the project.

The | oans woul d be provi ded under the conventional operations w thout
the requirenent of any collateral and for a maxi num fundi ng of RWRO, 000.

Loans through the Islam c banking woul d be announced in the near
future, he said.

He said the financing would be available to those aged between 18 and
60 years and with a valid business license or pernmit. -- BERNAVA
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