27 APR 2003
SARS- Banks
BANKS BE FLEXI BLE W TH HOTEL OPERATORS - MJSTAPA

MJUAR, April 27 (Bernama) -- Commercial banks are advised to be flexible
with hotels and tourist conpani es whose busi nesses suffered due to the
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) out break

However it is up to the banks to consider the proposal to reduce their
financial burden because of the tourismsector's poor performance, Nationa
Economi ¢ Action Council Executive Director Datuk Mistapa Mhaned said
t oday.

"W proposed to the banks to be nore synpathetic towards tourists
conpani es affected badly by SARS," he said at a nedia conference after
openi ng the Bakri Umo division del egates neeting at the Mara Sci ence
Juni or Col | ege here today.

Must apa, Ummo suprene council menber, said based on the country's
1997-98 econonic crisis experience, he believed the banks will cooperate.

SARS i npact on the gl obal economy was worse conpared to the effects due
to the lraqgi conflict.

"SARS not only underni ned i nvestors confidence but al so stopped people
fromtravelling," he said.

Due to the outbreak of the killer disease, Keretapi Tanah Ml ayu Ber had
and Mal aysia Airlines reduced their travel operations to SARS-affected
countries, he said.

On The Econonmist article criticising Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Mustapa said to ridicule his integrity was regrettable.

"Dr Mahathir is a | eader who had contributed to the nation and the
worl d. The report is not fair, one-sided and did not highlight Mlaysia's
success, " he added.
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