13 SEP 2003
Zahar ah-Centre
BE COW TTED I N SETTI NG UP CH LDCARE CENTRES, EMPLOYERS TOLD

KUALA BERANG, Sept 13 (Bernamm) -- Enpl oyers especially big conpanies
shoul d show greater conmtment in providing childcare centres for their
wor kers, National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M nister Datuk Dr Siti
Zahar ah Sul ai man sai d t oday.

She said although it was not mandatory for enployers to provide
childcare centres at the workpl ace, they should be nore serious about
responding to the government's efforts to make the facility avail able.

The fact that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad nenti oned
t he subj ect when tabling the 2004 Budget yesterday showed how seriously the
government viewed it, she said.

"The mnistry is prepared to provide help to enployers, especially in
terns of licensing, preparation of nodules and training, to facilitate the
openi ng of such centres,” she told reporters after closing the Hulu
Ter engganu- | evel "Because of You Mal aysia" run here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance Mnister, had said the governnent
m ght consider the establishnent of childcare centres as a condition in the
devel opnent order of |ocal authorities.

Al t hough the governnment had provided several tax incentives to
enpl oyers to establish childcare centres at the workpl ace, the response
fromprivate enpl oyers had not been encouragi ng, he said.

Zaharah said enpl oyers who did not have nany workers coul d use
childcare centres near their prem ses.

"We feel that enployers will gain fromthis programe by way of
i ncreased productivity of workers, who no | onger need to worry about the
probl em of | ooking after their children,” she said.
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