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By: M khail Raj Abdull ah

EZULW NI (Swazil and), Aug 16 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has cal l ed on communities now bonbarded with all sorts of
culture and tradition to be judicious and adopt what is good and
progressive for society and discard the negative.

"W nmust be able to evaluate cultures and traditions in order to know
whet her we should continue with it or not," he said in response to
questions put forward by nenbers of the O ub of 29 conprising young
prof essional s and entrepreneurs at the d obal 2003 Smart Partnership
I nternational D al ogue Friday.

"Qur priority of course is to progress and to progress. W have to do
certain things which is not found in our own traditions and cultures,” he
sai d when asked how one reconciles with the need to enbrace nodernity to
progress while at the same tinme keeping tradition to ensure one's identity.

He said: "W cannot say to ourselves that even though we can progress,
our cultures say we should not do this thing, therefore we will forego
progress that | think will be a very negative thing."

On the other hand, "people should admt that there were things that
have been done in the past which we have inherited (and) which will not
help but in fact it will be an obstacle to your progress,” Dr Mhathir
sai d.

He said that anything that "we do today and if we continue to do it for
decades, then afterwards it becones tradition."

And as far as culture was concerned, he said, it was sonething that was
inherited that gives an identity to people and people do not want to | ose
that identity.

He cited howin traditions in nost Asian societies, the wife nust
submt to the husband.

"But if you have a husband who is suffering fromH V-AIDS, that
obviously is going to cause the wife as well as the children to get AIDS,"
he said.

At that stage, faced with such a dilenma, do you stick to culture or do
you say "let's forget about culture, forget about subm ssion (and that)
this is wong."

"That we have to change and have a new eval uati on and approach to this
culture,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that was a very glaring exanple, but there were nmany
other things that needed to be discarded and new practices taken on which
over tinme can becone tradition and cul ture.

"You have to be judicious, you have to learn to eval uate what you
i nherit, you have also to decide for yourselves whether this will be good
for you or not," the Prine Mnister said.

"You may say that this is good for you, but 10 years down the |ine,
they will find that what they have decided is an obstruction or an
obstsacle to them

"They will have to discard and start a new thing which eventually wll
beconme part of that culture and tradition of that particlar society," he
sai d.

Nevert hel ess, Dr Mahathir said that "what | will not approve is
whol esal e i nport of other people's cultures and adopting it without
t hi nki ng. "

For instance, he said that at one tine, the Afro hairstyle was very



popul ar because the whites in Anerica felt guilty about the way they
treated the bl acks and so they wanted to identify thenselves with the
bl acks.

"But they couldn't paint thenselves black. So what they did was to grow
this Afro hairdo and we in Asia followed that, although we in Asia never
did anything to the blacks and were not guilty of anything," he said.

VWhen evaluating culture that might cone from el sewhere, "we have to
t hi nk about why they adopted that culture and why we should or should not
adopt that culture.”

The Prime Mnister said society was under continuous assault now
t hrough the nmedia, television, video and Internet and assailed with all
sorts of culture and it has to consider whether they were suitable.

"I don't think many of us are going to approve marri ages between the
same sex or sonething along that line. I'msorry (that although) |I'amnot a
Christian, | must say |I'm shocked when a Christian priest who admts to be
gay is accepted by the congregation.

"I hope I'mnot hurting anybody's feelings, but it is wong. This is
what we have been preachi ng agai nst and the preachers suddenly say that
what we' ve been preaching in the past was all wong and that it is all
right now," Dr Mhathir said.

"So you have to be judicious in the choice of sone tradition and
culture that you should adopt and you should not feel hurt if later they
di scard what we have chosen and start on sonething else,” the Prine
M ni ster said.
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