08 JUN 2003
Mal aysi a- Peace
BE PROUD TO BE MALAYSI ANS, SAYS MJUSTAPA

KOTA BAHARU, June 8 (Bernama) -- Ml aysians nust oppose those who join
foreigners to criticise the country, the Nationl Econom c Action Counci
Executive Director Datuk Mistapa Mhanmed said.

Thi s shoul d be done by educating them by explaining that Malaysia is a
prosperous and peaceful nation

"To run down a country is shanmeful, we must be lucky to be Ml aysi ans
and live in a peaceful and prosperous country. There is no reason for
people to criticise the country,” he told reporters after presenting the
Sultan Ismail College Alumi Association schol arships and financial aids to
100 underprivil eged students in the state today.

Must apa, who is the Kelantan Umo Liaison Conmttee Chairnan, was asked
to comment on the prime mnister's statenent yesterday that there was a
group of people who do not trust the governnent's ability to handle crisis
and joined foreigners to condem the country.

Must apa sai d these people are those who failed to achieve their
per sonal agenda.

However, he said a majority of the people are thankful for the nation's
progress and success.

"Mpjority accept the fact that Malaysia is an exanple anong Islanic
countries,” he said.

He said the people should be proud that the government managed to save
the country fromvarious crises that threatened its economc stability.

"The bi ggest chall enge we faced was the economic crisis but Dr Mahathir
and ot her | eaders succeeded in restoring the confidence within a short
period of tinme that enabled us to continue enjoying the success,” he added.
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