13 FEB 2003
Mahat hi r - Hospi t al
BETTER REMUNERATI ONS | N PRI VATE SECTOR SETBACK TO GOVT HOSPI TALS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 13 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that the governnment can build ultra-nodern, fully-equi pped paperless
hospitals but is not able to match remunerations paid by the private sector
to enpl oyees.

The Prime Mnister said that the government could buy all the
sophi sti cated equi pnent and expensi ve drugs and nedi ci nes but the nost
chal | enging part was to have ancillary staff.

Saying that the people mght see that the governnent was buil ding
"white el ephants”, he said that the government could never nmatch the
attractive remunerations offered in the private sector

"That is the dilemma of the government. | see no end to the dil enma
because the nore doctors that we produce, the bigger is the denand for
their services as the standard of living rises.

"The problemis aggravated by richer countries offering better
conpensation,” he told 750 participants of the 11th annual neeting of the
Asi an Soci ety for Cardi ovascul ar Surgery (ASCVS) here.

The Prime Mnister, however, was happy that on the whole the nedica
services in Mal aysia had inproved trenendously and in the field of
cardi ovascul ar surgery, the country can be quite independent and relatively
| ess costly.

Dr Mahathir, a nedical doctor by profession, said that the people was
fortunate that there had been trenmendous technol ogi cal advances in the
nmedi cal field but was |acking in human touch

Being a heart patient hinmself, the Prime Mnister said that the surgeon
has to enpathise with the patient.

"He nust understand the worries of the patient and the famly. He or
she has to be there and figuratively to hold his hand as he goes through
the operation and to be there, when he (patient) wakes up with an assurance
that everything is going to be all right.

"The human touch on the part of the surgeon is all inportant,” he said.

On the conference, the Prime Mnister said that the participants should
not enphasi se on the techni ques and devel opnents of the nedical science but
to refocus on the broader concerns of health in the society as a whol e.

He said that the health of humanity is not as it should be considering
t he advancenent in the know edge of the human body and the state of nodern
nmedi cal science and technology, and this is because for nost people the
cost is too high.

"W seemto prefer spending huge suns in devel opi ng new ways to kil
peopl e rather than saving them W shall not w pe out Aids, tubercul osis,
mal aria or any other infectious diseases that plagued the devel oping world
because too little noney is being spent on research to cure or prevent
t hese di seases, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said that these di seases were common anong the poor who
woul d not be able to pay the cost of research through high prices but on
t he ot her hand vast amounts were dedicated to the problens of the rich who
were keen on restoring their virility.

"The poor are resigned to eventually lose their drive and to fade
away, " he added.
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