20 MAY 2003
Law- Bi ot echnol ogy
Bl OVALLEY MALAYSI A TO HAVE THREE CORE NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTES

DENGKI L, May 20 (Bernama) -- BioValley Mlaysia, which had its ground-
br eaki ng cerenony here today, will have three core national institutes,
Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Seri Law H eng Di ng
sai d.

The three institutes are the Agro-Biotechnology Institute, the
Phar maceutical and Nutraceutical Institute and the Genom cs and Ml ecul ar
Biology Institute. All three institutions were expected to be fully
conpl eted and operational by 2006, he said.

He said the BioValley Devel opnment Corporation would al so be established
to manage the devel opnment of BioVvalley Ml aysia, |ocated on a 200-hectare
(500- acre) site south of Cyberjaya, the nation's multinmedi a hub

"Bioval | ey Mal aysia would act as a hub and consolidate all ongoing
bi ot echnol ogy initiatives across the country, and al so assist, coordinate
and pronote the comrercialisation of the findings and products of its
st akehol ders, nanely mnistries, state governnents, governnent agencies and
institutions of higher |earning,"” he said.

He was speaki ng at the ground-breaki ng cerenony of the BioValley
Mal aysi a project by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

Under the first phase of BioValley Ml aysia, 80 hectares would be
devel oped at a cost of RMLOO million

It would be home to a wide spectrum of biotechnol ogy-related activities
such as drug research and bi o-processes operating on different platform
t echnol ogi es.

"Bi ot echnol ogy conpani es |ocated in BioValley would enjoy world-cl ass
infrastructure and a conduci ve work environnment with shared facilities and
servi ces such as advanced comuni cations systens, network infrastructure
and busi ness support services," Law said.

The full support and cooperation of all key stakehol ders were vital for
Bi oval | ey Mal aysia to be successfully inplenented, he said.

A master plan is al so being devel oped to ensure BioValley Ml aysia
evolves into a self-contained comunity, equipped with the necessary
research, commercial, educational, recreational and residential facilities
by 2009.

To help create this new community at BioValley Ml aysia, the Sel angor
state investnment arm Kunpul an Hartanah Sel angor, would be involved in
provi di ng conpl ementary recreational and housing anenities.

Meanwhi | e, Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mbhanmad Khir Toyo said
the state governnent would give its full support and commtnent to the
devel opnent of the BioValley project.

"Currently, the state has identified biotechnol ogy-rel ated conpanies in
Sel angor and steps will be taken to attract these conpanies to BioValley
Mal aysia. This is also part of our plan to prepare ourselves in facing the
chal | enges of the global nmarket," he said at the function

He sai d Kunpul an Hartanah Sel angor had been given the nmandate to
i npl enent the project on the initial phase of 320 hectares (800 acres)
based on a smart partnership concept with the Sci ence, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M nistry.

"In the initial phase, the mnistry would utilise 200 acres of the
total land for devel opnent of three biotechnology institutes. Kunpul an
Hartanah Selangor will in return provide the supporting facilities such as
the residential, recreation centre and public anenities,” he said.



He was confident that Selangor with its rich diverse bio-resources
woul d be able to contribute towards the enhancenent of biotechnol ogy
research and devel opnent in the country.
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