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Bl OVALLEY TO HOUSE A W DE SPECTRUM OF BI OTECH RELATED ACTI VI Tl ES

PUTRAJAYA, May 20 (Bernama) -- Bio-Valley Malaysia will house a wide
spect rum of bi otechnol ogy-rel ated activities such as drug research and
bi o- processes operating on different platformtechnol ogi es, said Science,
Technol ogy and the Environment Mnister, Datuk Seri Law Hi eng D ng.

He sai d bi ot echnol ogy-rel evant conpanies sited in Bio-Valley Mlaysia
woul d enjoy world class infrastructure and a conduci ve work environnent
with shared facilities and services.

They i ncl ude advanced conmuni cation systens, network infrastructure and
busi ness support services for commercialisation, he said at Bi o-Valley
Mal aysi @' s ground- breaki ng cerenony officiated by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad, in Dengkil, near here today.

Bi o- Val | ey Mal aysi a, a government-backed initiative designed to
accel erate the growth of the |l ocal biotechnology industry, is located on a
200ha site south of Cyberj aya.

Some 80ha of the land will be developed in the first phase with the
bal ance to be developed in | ater stages.

Bi o-Vall ey Malaysia will be represented by three core national
institutes, nanely the Agro-Biotechnol ogy Institute, Pharnaceutical and
Nut raceutical Institute and the Genonics and Mol ecul ar Biology Institute,
whi ch are expected to be fully operational by the year 2006.

Law said the Bi o-Vall ey Devel opnent Corporation (BDC) woul d be
est abl i shed to manage the devel opnent of Bio-Valley Ml aysia.

Mal aysi a has been invol ved i n biotechnol ogy research and devel oprent,
primarily in the agricultural sector since the 1980s.

At today's ground-breaki ng cerenony, two comnpanies -- |nproser
Technol ogi es Sdn Bhd and I NS ZHEN- AO Bi ot ech Corporation Sdn Bhd -- signed
the letter of intent with the relevant authorities.

I nproser Technol ogi es was represented by its president Henri ten Have
(rpt: Henri ten Have) while China-based I NS ZHEN- AO Bi ot ech was represented
by its directors, Datuk David Yeat Sew Chuong and Chen Yu Song.

The Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent Mnistry was represented by its
Secretary-CGeneral, Datuk Leong Ah Hin, and its deputy secretary-general,
(policy) Dr Hashi m Hassan, and the Mnistry of Health by its deputy
director-general, Datuk Dr Ismail Merican. -- BERNAVA
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