08 AUG 2003
Koh- Seat
BN COVPONENTS W LL NOT SABOTAGE GERAKAN FOR SEATS - KOH

PENANG, Aug 8 (Bernamm) -- Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon today
said he was confident that there will be no sabotage anong Bari san Nasi onal
(BN) conponent parties on the issue of seats.

He said the conponent parties were mature and woul d not sabotage each
other on the issue of BN giving back the Bayan Lepas and Datuk Ker anat
state assenbly seats to Cerakan.

"Qur real reason is not to tussle over seats but to give the best
service to the people,” he told a press conference at his office here
t oday.

The Gerakan vice-president also reiterated that the two seats had to be
returned to Gerakan in the next general election in line with BN principles
and practices.

The seats are currently represented by MCA after Datuk Keramat
assenbl yman Li m Boo Chang and Bayan Lepas assenbl yman Li m Chi en Aun
switched from Gerakan to MCA after the |ast general election.

Dr Koh, who is also state BN chairman, said the two assenbl ymen did not
have the right to take the seats with them even though they switched to
MCA.

"The issue that they are working hard and giving good service in their
areas does not arise. They cannot junp fromparty to party and take the
seats with themas this will encourage parties to tussle for seats.

"According to BN principles and practices, if there are representatives
who switch parties, the seats they won should be returned to the original
party,"” he said.

Dr Koh cited the exanple of forner U u Sel angor Menmber of Parlianment
Dat uk M chael Chen, who won the seat on an MCA ticket but upon his swtch
to Gerakan in 1981, the seat was returned to MCA in the 1982 general
el ecti on.

VWhen forner Tanjung Bungah assenbl yman Khoo Boo Yeang junped from
Cerakan to MCA, the seat was also returned to Gerakan in the 1988 general
el ection, he said.

If the principle was not adhered to, nore party switching would occur
and cause probl ens which could affect rel ati ons between the conponent
parties, Dr Koh said.

Recently, MCA president Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said MCA wanted to
di scuss with Gerakan to determ ne which conponent representatives had the
right to contest the two seats in the next general election.

Ong had said that although the two seats were traditionally Gerakan's,
di scussi ons were necessary as both had becone MCA seats after the 1999
general el ection.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Koh said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
was schedul ed to open the Gerakan Del egates Conference in conjunction with
the party's 35th anniversary in Kuala Lunpur on Aug 23.

He said the cerenmony was very neani ngful for Gerakan as it would be the
last tine Dr Mahathir, as BN president, would open in before his retirenent
this Cctober.
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