13 SEP 2003
Mahat hi r - Assenbl ynen
BN LI FTS SUSPENSI ON OF TWD PULAU Pl NANG STATE ASSEMBLYMEN

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 13 (Bernamm) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) has lifted
t he suspensi on of Pul au Pinang state assenbl ynen Li m Boo Chang ( MCA- Dat uk
Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (MCA-Jawi) with i medi ate effect.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who is BN chairman, said
that they could now be active in the party and the BN

"The proposal on the lifting of the suspension of the two MCA state
assenbl ynen have been accepted by the BN and al so agreed to by the Gerakan,
to resume duties as state assenblynmen,” he told a nedia conference after
chairing the BN Supreme Council mneeting here.

They were suspended following their action to abstain during voting on
the PORR (Penang Quter Ring Road) issue in the state assenbly.

Dr Mahathir, who was asked on whether the BN would i npose a no
party-hopping rule on its conponent parties, said that the BN Suprene
Counci| today touched on the issue but conponent parties agreed that it
woul d be destructive to the ruling coalition and therefore cannot be done.

On the strength of BN at present, he said that the BN was now stronger
than during the 1999 general election.

"Things are getting better. We have solved nmany problens and we think
we can sol ve whatever problens that we nay have with the conponent parties
| ong before the (next) general election,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the BN was now very well accepted and the people
appreci ated what the BN governnent has done for the country.

"I think the people are very friendly towards the BN and | think the BN
stands a better chance this tinme than in 1999," he said.

Asked on the power struggle in the Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS), Dr
Mahat hir said that the BN | eadership did not nmake any decision on the
matter.

The BN woul d wait for the decision of the Registrar of Societies (ROS)
on the matter before taking any action.
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