06 JUN 2003
Agong- Productivity
BOOST PRODUCTI VI TY TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMY, SAYS KI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, June 6 (Bernama) -- Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail has advised the people to continue to
i nprove productivity to make the country's econony stronger and nore
conpetitive

He said this was inportant as the country's econony had been affected
by the Iraqg war and the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) out break

"The Irag war has affected the export sector. Although the situation
has begun to ease, several quarters in the private sector are still feeling
the effects of the war,"” he said in his birthday speech, which was aired by
RTM t oni ght .

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin believed that Ml aysians were ready to respond
to the chall enge by taking suitable nmeasures to overconme the negative
effects of SARS on the econony.

"Apart fromthis, the people should also maintain cleanliness and heed
the governnment's advice in efforts to check SARS in our country," he said.

He said the country had shown its ability to grow again after the 1998
econom c crisis by adopting various strategies and stinulus measures for
econom ¢ growt h.

"However, the effects of a weak gl obal econonmy have made it difficult
for the country to achieve high growth," he said.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin al so praised the | eadership of Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, saying his comm tnent, dedication and
excel l ent service had brought the country to a |l evel of devel opnent the
peopl e coul d be proud of.

He al so advi sed the people to keep abreast of devel opments around them
especially in facing the era of globalisation and liberalisation

A obal i sati on and technol ogi cal devel opments were happening rapidly and
they could not be avoi ded, he said.

"Apart fromthe benefits gained, there are al so negative effects to be
addressed. Therefore, | would like to urge the people to follow these
devel opnents and to equip thenselves to face the positive and negative
changes resolutely so that they would not be |eft behind,"” he said.

He also called for the stepping up of research activities, especially
in science and technology, to help realise the country's objective of
becom ng an industrialised country to conpete with ot her devel oped nati ons.

"I am proud of the governnent's efforts to ensure that the people are
gi ven equitable opportunities to get services provided by the governnment in
all fields, including education, econony and housing, health and the |ike,"
he said.

He said the governnent's efforts to distribute the country's riches in
the fairest manner possible were consistent with the principles of
denocracy and justi ce.

The peopl e should continue to support and cooperate with the government
inits efforts to ensure the well-being of the people irrespective of their
race, religion, sex and place of origin, he said.
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