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Khal i | - Medi a
BRI EFI NG FOR FOREI GN MEDI A TO BE A REGULAR AFFAI R, SAYS M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, June 3 (Bernama) -- The Information Mnistry will neet
foreign nedia representatives in the country fromtinme to time to brief
t hem on governnent policies and current devel opnments and to correct any
m sconcepti ons.

Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said in view that the
foreign correspondents were al ways busy with their work, efforts would be
made to designate a place for the neeting.

"We are satisfied because we al so need cooperation (of the foreign
media),"” he told reporters after neeting foreign nedia representatives here
t oday.

The neeting was attended by 30 representatives of 13 forei gn news
agencies in the country. The first such neeting was held at the end of |ast

year.
Khalil said efforts were being nade to set up a foreign correspondents
club here.
Khalil said he stressed the need for themto nmake accurate reports

reflecting the actual situation in the country.

"This nmeeting can hel p them form opi ni ons on devel opments connected to
the actual political situation (in the country). Finally, they showed
interest to know nore about the econom c situation and our policies in
overcom ng the problens follow ng the Irag war and SARS out break,"” he said.

Khalil said it was not that the government was unhappy with the foreign
media but it felt that there was roomfor inprovenent in the reports they
filed.

"Because sonetimes they were not very accurate and sone facts seened to
have been deliberately m srepresented. This we will rectify, and we wl|l
study this matter," he said.

At the briefing, Khalil answered questions on international issues
i nvol ving Mal aysi an interests, preparations for the Organisation of the
I slam ¢ Conference (O C) summit here in October, the Umo general assenbly
later this nmonth, econony, security and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's retirenment in October.

A representative fromthe Royal Ml aysia Police and another fromthe
Nat i onal Economi c Action Council (NEAC) were present to give clarifications
on security matters and the economi c stinmulus package that was unveil ed
recently.

On the corporatisation of RTM schedul ed for later this nonth, Khali
said in principle there had been no changes to the proposal

"There are no changes in ternms of policy ... but exactly when we want
to inplenment it is still being worked out," he said.

The mnistry was in the mdst of resolving several matters related to
central agencies before inplenenting it, he said.

Khal il said a statenent would be made on the status of the
corporatisation.
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