08 JAN 2003

BRI TI SH FOREI GN SECRETARY TO MAKE ONE-DAY VISIT TO M SI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 8 (Bernama) -- British Secretary of State for Foreign
and Comonweal th Affairs Jack Straw arrives here on Friday for a one-day
official visit.

It will be Straw s first visit to Mal aysia since becom ng foreign
secretary in June 2001, the British high conm ssion said in a statenent
i ssued here today.

Straw i s scheduled to call on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

He is al so scheduled to hold discussions with his Ml aysian
counterpart, Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, on bilateral and international
i ssues including the war against terrorism

British high conm ssioner to Malaysia Bruce C eghorn said: "At a tine
the world faces many troubling issues, M Straw s visit denonstrates the
i nportance the British governnment places on consultation with Ml aysia,
both as a leading Islamc country and as the future Chair of the NAM
(Non- Al'i gned Movenent) and the O C (Organization of Islamc Conference).”
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