08 JAN 2003
Scout s- United Ki ngdom
BRI TI SH SCOUTS EAGER TO MEET DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 8 (Bernama) -- The 150 junior scouts fromthe United
Ki ngdom who arrived here after attending the 20th Wrld Janboree in
Thai |l and, are eager to neet the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohanmad.

The scouts, aged between 14 and 17, were excited when infornmed they
woul d nmeet the prem er in person, said King Scout Brotherhood Ml aysia
Vi ce- Secretary Sharizad Husin.

The first batch, of the 800 British scouts, arrived at 3pmtoday to
begin their visit to Ml aysi a.

"They are very happy and inpatient to neet Dr Mahathir. They have only
heard about the charismatic | eader who brought progress to Ml aysia but now
they will nmeet himin person,” he told Bernama when contacted here today.
The group would interact with Dr Mahathir during their nmeet on Saturday in
Put r aj aya.

"Besides pronoting the country to foreigners, especially to the younger
generation, the programe will also show Malaysia is a safe place, unlike
what is clainmed by sone quarters that the country is unsafe to visit,"
added Shari zad.

The scouts would arrive in different stages and take part in the Famly
Adopti on Programe involving 100 famlies from Perak, Negeri Senbil an,

Sel angor, Mel aka, Kual a Lumpur and Pahang -- until Jan 12.

"W will also organise sinilar programes for scouts from Denmark and
Sout h Anerican countries |ike Ecuador, Chile and Peru," he said.

The idea for the scouts to visit Ml aysia was proposed by the British
H gh Conmi ssi on here.

National Scouts Chief Tan Sri Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud, Chi ef
Nati onal Scouts Conmi ssioner Datuk Ham di n Abdul |l ah, British Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner Bruce O eghorn and Swedi sh Charge d' affaires Johan Borgstam
are expected to join the scouts when they neet Dr Mahathir.
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