25 OCT 2003
Dr Mahat hi r- Bush
BUSH MADE THE Bl GGEST LI E WHEN HE SAI D HE REBUKED ME, SAYS DR MAHATH R

SUBANG Cct 25 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir said President
CGeorge W Bush had made a biggest |lie when he said he did rebuke himduring
t he Asi a-Pacific Econonic Cooperation (Apec) neeting in Bangkok recently.

"It's the biggest lie. If he had rebuked me I'mquite sure | would have
rebuked himalso," he told reporters after arriving from Papua New Gui nea
at Royal Mal aysian Air Force Base (RVAF), here today.

The Prime Mnister said it was common for soneone, who could |ie about
t he exi stence of weapon of nass destruction and go to war because of that,
to lie about what he said to him

Dr Mahathir was asked to comment about Bush's statenment during his
visit to Indonesia | ast Wednesday, in which he admtted to have rebuked Dr
Mahat hir when they nmet at the Apec neeting.

The Prime Mnister said that fromwhat he remenbered Bush had pulled
him aside, only to explain why he had made such a strong statenent against
hi m

"I think he wants to support his officer (Witehouse spokesperson Scott
McC el lan),"” he said.

Last Tuesday, Dr Mahathir denied McCellan's statenment that Bush had
rebuked hi m over his speech regarding the Jews at recent O ganisation of
I slam c Conference (O C) summit in Putrajaya.

However, Dr Mahathir said the incident was a mnor issue and what was
i nportant was that he was able to give his views during the Apec neeting on
the needs for restructuring of the international financial regine.

"...and also ny views on Cancun (Wrld Trade Organi sation neeting)
which | believe is not a total failure as far we are concerned," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so warned Australia not to act as they liked in the
regi on event hough they received U S. support as the so-called sheriff in
t he region.

"W will treat themlike terrorists. W will arrest and throw themin
jail if they cone to Malaysia," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so disagreed with Bush's view that Australia played an
i mportant role in ensuring peace in the region.

"They have no rol e whatsoever in maintaining peace (in the region)
al t hough they are menber of the five-power defence pact. W don't expect
themto help us. W have ask themto | eave the country with their air force
and al | .

"But we are still kind enough to allow themto practise here," he said.

Asked to comment on clains by SBS TV s Dateline programe that the
Washi ngt on- based International Institute of Islamc Thought (111T), of
whi ch Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwas one of its three directors, has been
accused in the United States of funding terrorist activities, Dr Mahathir
said it was not known whether Anwar knew about the institute's other
activities.

"I don't know whet her Anwar know about its (institute's) other
activities. W are not invol ved, although we are aware of Mal aysi ans
involved in activities like the Al -Qaeda," he said.

Anwar's wife Datin Seri Wan Azi zah, who heads the Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal , had denied that 111 T had any links with terrorismor Al -Qaeda.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Mahat hir has described his visit to Tinor Leste and Papua
New Gui nea as interesting and fruitful.

"Tinmor Leste is a very interesting place. As usual it is not as what |



have expected," he added.

However, Dr Mahathir said Tinor Leste, as a resource rich country, had
vast potential particularly in the oil and gas sector but it would not gain
much fromthe present agreenents with sone parties who were only interested
in exploiting its oil and gas sector.

"I believe that the present agreenents with the people (who are
interested) to exploit its oil and gas, Tinmor Leste will renmain as a poor
country,"” he said.

Speaki ng of Papua New Cui nes, another resource rich country, Dr
Mahat hir sai d Papua New Qui nea had shown interest in the Bum putera policy
adopt ed by Mal aysi a.

"Papua New Guinea is a resource rich country but they do not have the
capacity to exploit resources, and they depend nore on other countries and
forei gn conpani es.

"But | think, these foreign conpanies will not give Papua New Gui nea a
fair deal," he added.
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