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GENEVA, May 31 (Bernamm) -- For an outsider or first time visitor to
CGeneva or Lausanne this weekend, he or she may think that these two Swi ss
cities have fallen on hard tines.

Thi ck reinforced wooden boards and steel shutters have fortified nost
of the high-end stores and banks in town, giving the inpression that they
have cl osed down because of poor business.

But the real reason for this "bankrupt |ook" is because of the
denonstrati ons by anti-globalisation activists against the G8 Sunmit, which
t hey have denounced as illegitimate in view of their stand that eight
countries should not determine the affairs of the world.

The &8 Sunmit begi ns on Sunday at Evian on the French side of Lake
Ceneva and will be attended by | eaders of the eight |eading industrialised
countries - the US, Japan, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Canada and
Russi a.

This year's sunmit, which will last through Tuesday, is also known as
the "Enlarged G8 Sunmit" as French President Jacques Chirac has al so
invited 13 | eaders from devel opi ng countries, including Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, for di scussions on the opening day.

(B |l eaders are staying in Evian, a town noted for its fresh sparkling
water, while other VIPs are staying in Lausanne, on the Swi ss side of the
| ake.

The hi gher the snob appeal of the stores, the greater the |evel of
barri cades because of the fear of vandalismand |ooting. Store owners al so
take extra pains to cover the brand names of their merchandi se. Hence,
nanmes |ike Louis Wuitton, Hernmes, Christian Dior, Rolex, Baune & Mercier
Longi nes and Swat ch have been conpl etely bl anked out by plastic sheets or
steel covers.

Even the MDonald's outlet in the town square of Geneva, just a stone's
throw fromthe railway station, is heavily barricaded in a pre-enptive nove
in anticipation of the strong anti-US stance anong the anti-establishnment
denonstrators following the invasion into Iraq by the US and its allies.

Retailers in Lausanne, especially those with massive display w ndows,
are extrenely guarded this tinme. They do not want to be caught off guard
like the denmonstration on May 1 in Lausanne when several stores and a
l uxury hotel were vandalised and |ooted in a show of "civil disobedience”
by only 500 denonstrators. Wth an estinmated 300, 000 denonstrators being
touted for this weekend, they are not taking any chances.

VWi | e busi nesses have cone to a conplete halt for people who decided to
close for this weekend, business has been brisk for those involved in the
bui |l di ng and carpentry business as they attend to calls for the stores to
be shuttered up conpletely.

Only those with dare have opened for business as life has to go on for
them but they also take confort that security has been beefed up in town.

"Business is very slow, " says Sally Goh, a waitress from Ayer Mol ek
Mel aka working at the Mai Thai Restaurant. "Many peopl e have decided to
stay home or | eave town because of the denonstrations.™

Many of the |locals in Lausanne and Geneva have scurried away to be out
of harm s way as they took advantage of the extended weekend because of the
Ascensi on Day holiday on Thursday.

"Some parts of Geneva | ook |ike a ghost town," says Janine Bridewell, a
housewi fe who lives in rue Carouge." It's not a pretty sight with many of



t he shops cl osed. ™

VWil e the denonstrators have not turned violent, they have certainly
stanped their presence by scrawling graffiti all over npbst of the shop
hoardi ngs. Their anti-US and anti-gl obalisation disposition has elicited
such nmessages like "Hate G Hate" in a pun on G, "B is illegitimte" and
"Bush Assasin."

How many denonstrators would | ay siege on Geneva and Lausanne depends
on whom one tal ks to. The nore optimstic anong the "nobilisers” or
organi sers put the nunber at around 300, 000.

So far, nore than 10,000 have showed up and the nunbers are growing. It
is not difficult to be tenpted into joining in the denonstrations since the
organi sers provide free food, accommpdation in tents and open air concerts
in the heart of town and in the suburbs. As result, many young people from
all over Europe and even as far as Japan and Australia have streamed into
Geneva and Lausanne for the "fun and festivities."

"I't's Wodstock re-visited" says one observer in reference to the nega
nmusic festival in the |ate 1960s.

On the eve of the summit, the denonstrators have planned to |ight huge
bonfires around Lake Geneva as a sign of protest against G, a nove
rem ni scent of the ancient days when peasants in Europe rebelled agai nst
the rich.

But on a serious note, GB security officials have gone to great |engths
to strengthen security and prevent any eventuality, either fromterrorists
or denmonstrators. They also want to avoid a repeat of the fatal shooting of
an anti-globalisation activist by policenen two years at the 2001 G3 Summit
in Genoa, Italy.

Al toget her close to 20,000 police officers and soldiers from France,
Switzerland and Germany have been nobilised to ensure tight security in
Evi an, Lausanne and Geneva.

Near the Beau-R vage Pal ace Hotel opposite the boat quay in Lausanne
where Dr Mahathir is staying with other VIP guests, security is extremely
heavy - on land, at sea and in the air.

The heavily-arned security people mean busi ness and peopl e w thout
proper accreditation are turned away. Business and life at the boat quay,
tree-lined pronenade and fancy cafes have conme to al nost a standstill,
except for the swans, ducks and seagulls in the boat quay area. -- BERNAVA
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