15 JAN 2003
NAM BUSI NESS
BUSI NESS FORUM TO RUN ALONGSI DE XI'I  NAM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 15 (Bernanma) -- A business forum on the South- South
cooperation has been slotted to run alongside the XIl Non-Aligned Myvenent
(NAM Summit, to be held here from Feb 20-25.

Regarded as the Non-Aligned Movenent Busi ness Forum on Sout h- Sout h
Cooperation, it is intended to strengthen busi ness and econom ¢ cooperation
anong the nations of the South, the official NAM website said.

It said the two-day NAM Busi ness Forum begi nning Feb 23, would bring
t oget her entrepreneurs, heads of industry, professionals and corporate
managers to di scuss opportunities for business collaboration, trade |inks
and smart partnerships.

The forumw Il address issues, challenges and prospects arising from
gl obal i sati on while enphasis will be placed on ways the private sector can
contribute towards bridging the digital divide.

"Busi ness mat ch- maki ng sessi ons, specific country workshops and
sectoral sessions will also facilitate business interaction and interchange
of ideas and information," the website said.

The busi ness forumis organised by the Asian Strategy and Leadership
Institute in association with the Foreign Mnistry and the Ml aysi a
Sout h- Sout h Associ ati on ( MASSA) .

The business forumw ||l be held at the Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel while
the 13th edition of the NAM Sunmit will be held at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is expected to deliver a
keynot e address at the business forumentitled "Building a New Wrld O der
-- Sustaining Peace, Sharing d obal Prosperity” on Feb 23.

The opening cerenony is expected to be followed by a special NAM
| eaders' session focussing on "Renmaki ng NAM Enhanci ng Cooper ati on,

Bui | di ng Bri dges".

A special mnisterial session entitled "Facilitating Trade and
I nvest ment Li nks Anong Sout h- Sout h Countries: The Way Forward" will be held
in the evening of the first-day of the forum

Several business sessions are planned on the second and final day of
the forumand topics put forth will include "Bridging the Devel oprnent,
Trade and Digital Divide -- How Sout h-South Countries Can Enhance
Cooperation, G obal Governance and Capacity Building in the Face of
A obal i sation" and " Rebuil ding Conpetitiveness, Sustaining Economc G owth
- A Future Model for Cooperation and Devel opment ™.

The forumwi Il dwell on peace with an em nent statesperson who has yet
to be naned, the NAM website said.

It is expected to be attended by del egates from sone 50 nations of NAM

For NAM rel ated stories see al so ww. nanR2003. com - - BERNAMA
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