28 OCT 2003
Snooker - - Sar awak
CABI NET DECI DES TO STOP | SSU NG RENEW NG SNOOKER CENTRE LI CENCES

SIBU, Cct. 28 (Bernama) -- The State Cabi net has decided to direct al
| ocal councils to stop issuing or renewi ng operating licences for snooker
centres by 2004.

In disclosing this here today, the Mnister of Environment and Public
Heal th, Datuk WIIiam Mawan, said the decision was nmade because sone of
these outl ets had abused the terns and conditions of the |icence.

Mawan, whose Mnistry is in charge of local councils, said this after
[ aunching the State-level Ml aysia Environmental Wek cel ebrations.

He said sone of these centres had now been associated with some forns
of negative social aspects where people were betting and gani ng

The directive, sent out |ast week, has caught many snooker centre
operators by surprise.

They feel that it will spell the end of snooker in the State

However, Mawan sai d the decision was not "a death warrant"™ for snooker
but one nade with noble intentions.

"We feel we need to review the whole issue. If we allow the operators a
free hand in everything, there is a possibility that things can get out of
hand...if it has not already got out of hand."

He said although the Cabi net had nade a decision, it would consider
appeal s.

"The onus is now on the operators to approach us and present their
views, so that we can go to the Cabinet again."

"There is one year nore before the final curtain falls and this
certainly gives all the parties concerned a lot of tinme to take a rel ook at
the issue.”

On Prine Mnister Datuk Sri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s recent comments on
i nefficient councils and corrupt officials, Mawan said as far as the State
CGovernment was concerned all local councils were efficiently nanaged
despite facing a lot of constraints.

However, he declined conment on whether any officials had been found to
be involved in corrupt practices.

"I leave this to the relevant authorities to deal with," he said.

He added that all councils were always striving to give their best in
serving the public whose expectations and demands, however, were limtless.
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