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CABI NET TO GET MEMO ON FLEXI WORKI NG HOURS FOR WOMVEN

PETALI NG JAYA, Sept 5 (Bernamm) -- The Wnen and Fami |y Devel opnent
Mnistry will submit a nenmorandumto the Cabinet outlining proposals for
worren to work from hone under the flexible working hours concept.

M ni ster Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul Jalil said the mnistry was
advocating the flexi hours concept to tap the resources of wonmen who
ot herwi se m ght have to quit work because of famly conmtnents.

The menorandum woul d spell out recommendati ons enabling wonen to work
from home, as suggested by wonen's organisations, she told reporters before
the "Bicara M nda" dialogue jointly organised by the mnistry and Wnen
G aduat es Associ ati on of Ml aysia here today.

She was asked to conment on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s statenent that the government woul d amend t he Enpl oynent Act 1955
to incorporate nore flexible work regulations to increase the participation
of wonmen in the work force.

Dr Mahathir said the proposed anendnents woul d incl ude tel ework
regul ati ons, part-tine work and work-sharing to enable wonen to comnbi ne
careers with household responsibilities.

The Prime Mnister said this in a witten reply to Chew Mei Fun
(BN-Petaling Jaya) in the Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

Shahri zat said the mnistry welconed this nove and would identify the
suitable sectors for inplenmentation.

One current obstacle was the regulation barring a business from bei ng
regi stered under a honme address, she said.

She said a study conducted on sonme 2,000 wonen showed that the majority
of thempreferred to work from hone where they could | ook after their
children at the sane tine.

The di al ogue series was started two years ago to enable the mnistry to
get feedback on work problenms faced by wonen professional s.

Today' s session invol ved wonen professionals in the nmedical sector.
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