24 FEB 2003
NAM SECRETRI AT
CALL FOR I NTERI M SECRETARI AT TO SUPPORT NAM BUSI NESS COUNCI L

By: Lesl ean Arshad

PETALI NG JAYA, Feb 24 (Bernanmm) -- Sunway group corporate adviser Tan
Sri Ranmon Navar at nam has proposed that Mal aysia set up an interim
Non- Al i gned Movement (NAM business secretariat to inplenment the policies
and deci sions of the proposed NAM Busi ness Council .

He said the host of the proposed secretariat could be on a rotation
basi s, given the opposition fromsone quarters to have a permanent
secretari at.

Speaki ng to Bernana on the sidelines of the NAM Busi ness Sunmt here
t oday, Navaratnam sai d Mal aysia shoul d establish the interim business
secretariat as soon as possible to serve the business council.

He al so said the interim Ml aysian busi ness secretariat nust be in
excel l ent shape to be the prototype for other countries to emulate when it
cane to their turn to host it.

"No point in having many policies, principles and co-operation
aagreenments if you don't the secretariat to foll owup, follow through and
i npl ement them It's |ike a governnment naking deci sions and no civil
servants (to inplenment them," Navaratnam said.

He said the day-to-day operations of the NAM Busi ness Council could be
run by the secretariat.

O her countries could also send their representatives to work in the
Mal aysi an secretari at.

"In that way, you will have a strong secretariat,"” Navaratnam sai d.

Mal aysi an prinme mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad yesterday
proposed the formati on of a business council for NAMto enable the
nmovenment's busi nessnmen to work together. -- BERNAVA
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