21 NOV 2003
Mahat hi r - Candi dat e
CANDI DATE FOR KUBANG PASU MJUST HAVE STRONG CREDENTI ALS

JITRA, Nov 21 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who had i ndicated
on numerous occasions that he would not defend his Kubang Pasu
parliamentary seat in the com ng general election, said today that the
candi dat e chosen to replace himnust have strong credenti al s.

He said the criteria needed were willingness to work hard to assist in
t he devel opnent of the constituents, close rapport with the rakyat, free
fromcorrupt practices and sincerity.

Saying that he would continue to serve the people of Kubang Pasu even
when he was no longer their elected representative, the former prine
m ni ster added that the strong credentials were necessary to ensure
efficient and transparent adm nistration

"I feel that these are the criteria necessary for the candi date w shing
to stand for election in Kubang Pasu,” he told reporters after giving away
Hari Raya goodies to 60 patients at Jitra Hospital, here today.

He was acconpanied by his wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Asked on the possibility of a tussle for candidacy for the Kubang Pasu
parliamentary constituency, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Kubang Pasu Umo
di vi si on head, said there would al ways be a tussle whenever a seat was
vacat ed.

"But | appeal to everyone to support the candi date decided by the top
| eadership. My advice is that the tussle should not |ead to anger to the
extent that they do not support the candidate that has been chosen," he
sai d.

He said the tussle for candidacy could give adverse effects to the
party and thus should be avoi ded.

He al so took the opportunity to wish Sel amat Hari Raya to the peopl e of
Kubang Pasu who had gi ven nmuch support to himand his wife.
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