27 APR 2003
Muhyi ddi n- ACA
CASES OF MONEY POLI TI CS SHOULD BE HANDLED POLI TI CALLY

KUALA LUMPUR, April 27 (Bernama) -- Conplaints of noney politics
i nvol ving Umo nenbers shoul d be resol ved and handl ed politically, said
Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihyiddi n Yassin.

If it involved political elenments that smacked of corruption which
m ght be outside Umo's jurisdiction and encroached i nto sone other areas,
then the ACA (Anti-Corruption Agency) could certainly take action,” he told
reporters after representing Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi at the opening of the del egates neeting of the Titiwangsa Umo
di vi si on, here today.

He said this when asked to comrent on the suggestion by Mnister in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatimthat Umo all owed the
ACA to assist in any case of noney politics in the party.

In Kota Baharu yesterday, Dr Rais said the ACA should be allowed to
assist in investigations on cases of noney politics if Umo was serious in
elimnating such el enents which could destroy the party.

Muhyi ddi n said that in tackling cases of noney politics, Umo had
al ready issued guidelines, code of ethics and disciplinary procedures in
the party which had been enforced for sone tine.

"Certain actions have been taken although they are not
conprehensive...for clear-cut cases (with proof), then political action is
taken. Sonetimes if the action is not clear fromthe other aspects besides
politics, it is considered to be an offence because we have a code of
ethics," he said.

Muhyi ddi n said Umo nenbers shoul d al ways be renm nded of regul ations
and certain provisions in the party constitution pertaining to disciplinary
actions that could be taken agai nst those who had committed such of f ences.

"However, it's up to the Disciplinary Board because in the past, such
activities had been curtailed (by Umo) to a certain extent,"” he said.

Earlier in his speech, Mihyiddin asked all Umo nenbers to foll ow
closely the present gl obal scenario and strive to strengthen Ml ay
resilience in tackling external chall enges.

The strength and solidarity of the Malays with the other races in the
country must be further enhanced as it could forma protective barrier
shoul d the country be threatened, he added.

He said foreign powers were always | ooking for opportunities to
threaten the country's security including using the nedia.

Muhyi ddi n, who is al so Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister
said this could be seen fromthe report by "The Econom st" which was
clearly malicious with its witer denying and belittling the country's
achi evenent under the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad.

"The outside world knows, Malaysia, under his (Dr Mahathir's)
| eadership, is now a devel oping nation that is on par with the devel oped
countries...in ternms of econom c achi evenents, social, foreign policy,
devel opnent of the Muslins and peopl e's harnony," he said.

At the function, he also launched Titiwangsa Umo division's official
website and received a contribution of RMLO, 000 fromthe division for the
Iragi Humani tarian Fund.
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