14 FEB 2003
Mahat hi r-Bri dge
M SIA TO PROCEED W TH CONSTRUCTI ON OF BRI DGE TO REPLACE THE CAUSEWAY

JOHOR BAHARU, Feb 14 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed said today that Malaysia will proceed with the construction of a
new bridge to replace the Causeway on the Johor side despite the lack of
cooperation from Singapore.

He said that Singapore's Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew had been inforned
of the construction of the 25 netre-high bridge at a four-eye neeting sone
time ago.

"I'"ve spoken privately with Lee Kuan Yew on the intention to replace
the Causeway with a higher bridge so that ships can sail through under it.
"I"ve shown himthe plan of the very beautiful bridge designed by
CGerbang Perdana," he said in his address at a goodwill gathering in
conjunction with the ground-breaking of the integrated south gateway

project and a public housing project here.

Gerbang Perdana is the devel oper which undertook the custons,

i mmigration and quarantine centre project in Tanjung Puteri.

Dr Mahathir said that he had shown Lee the plan and the design of the
swing bridge with its unique features and he was very i npressed.

He said that Lee was taken in with the project and to himit indicated
a possibility of cooperation with Singapore on its inplenmentation.

However, he said, he was inforned by Lee that Singapore Prime M nister
Goh Chok Tong was not in favour of the project.

"Because he has a sense of nostal gia over the Causeway. He (Lee) said
that we (Ml aysia and Singapore) can construct the bridge after Goh Chok
Tong's retirement...this is what he (Lee) told ne," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that he had then inpressed upon Lee that even without
Si ngapore's cooperation, Ml aysia would proceed with the construction of
the bridge on the Johor side.

"W cannot wait, we'll have to proceed with it first, if they don't
wish to do it on their side, we'll construct on our side," he said, adding
that the nunber of vehicles using the Causeway had continued to increase
even though the second Ml aysi a- Si ngapore |ink (Linkedua) had been
constructed as an alternative route.

Dr Mahathir said that the design of the swi ng-bridge was rather unusual
as the stretch on the Johor side was rather short.

He said that the bridge had to be built in a slight curve instead of
straight to enable snooth flow of vehicles besides allowing it to be swing
aside to allow ships and boats to pass.

The Prine Mnister said that the construction of the new bridge would
allow free flow of the Tebrau Straits, which has been bl ocked follow ng the
construction of the Causeway al nost 80 years ago, and also the natural flow
of the Straits of Mel aka.

About 10,000 people attended the gathering. Present were Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, Donestic
Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyididn Yassin, Wrks
M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu, Youth and Sports M nister Datuk
H shammudi n Tun Hussein and Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar.

Dr Mahathir said he had to disclose what he discussed with Lee in a
four-eyed neeting so that Ml aysia would not be blamed for not informng
Si ngapore of its plans.

He feared that people would m sunderstand that Ml aysia cannot even
cooperate with the republic in the construction of the bridge.



"Normally, I will not tell anyone (what is discussed in a four-eyed
meeting) but I've to tell out because people have published ny letters...
so that people will not say, |ook, Ml aysia is doing a project wthout even
informng us," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who | ooked very cheerful with the tunultuos wel cone
accorded to him by the people here, said he also had fond nenories of the
causeway, which was the route of his notorcycle ride with Dr Siti Hasnmah
fromthe republic to here.

He said while studying in Singapore from 1947 to 1952, he canme to Johor
Baharu often to feel more confortable as Singapore was already congested
t hen.

Speaking at a press conference later, Dr Mahathir said the integrated
south gateway project, which would change the |andscape of Johor Baharu as
the southern entry point into Ml aysia, would cost about RW2 billion.

According to project devel oper, Gerbang Perdana Sdn Bhd, all conponents
of the project are slated for conmpletion in 2007 but the ClQ conplex and
the public housing project would be ready nmuch earlier -- in 34 nonths.

Earlier, when performing the ground-breaking cerenony, Dr Mahathir was
visibly noved after snoke bonbs were rel eased and sand transporting lorries
lifted their carriages displaying the wordings "PERJUANGANMU KAM TERUSKAN'
(We Continue The Struggles).
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