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DR MAHATHIR S LOVE FOR PEACE | S THE THRUST FOR MUSLI M UNI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad' s | ove for peace, unity, Islamand the umah has i npressed
participants of the International Conference for MuslimUnity in the 21st
Century (ICMJ21), here.

A participant fromthe United Arab Emrates (UAE), Dr Ahmad Abdul Aziz
Al - Haddad said he was inpressed with Dr Mahathir's efforts in defending the
credibility and integrity of the Mislins.

"We hear Dr Mahathir is a man who | oves unity. He chanpions the cause
of the Muslins and defends them and he is al so concerned about the problens
faced by the unmah," he said.

Dr Ahmad, fromthe Fatwa Council and Islam c Rel ati ons Departnent of
the UAE, said he and the Muslins fromhis country were amazed at Dr
Mahathir's clarity and bol dness in arguing with the enem es of |slam

"If the Muslins are strong, we will not fear the enenmy. This is what
Al'l ah demands. Allah wants the unmmah to be strong, united and trustworthy.
And capabl e of saying "no' to the enemes of Islam" Dr Ahmad tol d Bernana
t oday.

A total of 175 participants fromvarious countries are attending the
two-day | CMJ 21 begi nni ng here today.

The participants are confident that Muslimunity would beconme a reality
soon and that Ml aysia was capable of mobilising efforts towards that goal
said Dr Ahnmad

A participant from N geria, Ahmad Urar Ahnmad said it was not inpossible
for Muslinms worldwide to unite because they followed the sane teachi ngs
propagat ed by Prophet Mihanmad.

"The Muslinms must follow what is commanded by Allah and what is
preached by the Prophet. Al hanmdullilah, Malaysia's efforts are highly
appreci ated by all the ummah. W can unite,” he said.

A participant from Pal esti ne, Mihanmad Al - Khati m sai d what was i nportant
in achieving solidarity was unity of ideas. Mich could be gained fromthe
teachings of Allah in efforts towards unity.

"Every Muslimcountry nust start to achieve unity in their respective
country first before global Muslimunity can be realised. Malaysia's
efforts are truly nost wel coned,” he said.

President of the International Institute for MuslimUnity (I1MJ)), Tan
Sri Sanusi Junid, when nmet after delivering his keynote address at the
conference, said the unity agenda had al ways been the last priority of
Musl i m t hi nkers.

"W want to renove the prejudice anong the thinkers, because it is the
t hi nkers who teach the people below to quarrel anong thenselves, if we can
ensure that the thinkers strive towards a common goal, that is unity, then
there is hope for solidarity,"” he said.

Sanusi said efforts to unite the Muslins now were bei ng nade only by
governnment officers and adults and hoped that the conference coul d approach
t he young generation and intellectuals in the universities.

"We nust |look at all factors and nust give priority to all fields, give
full opportunity to all thinkers, everyone must contribute, only then wll
there be unity,"” he said.
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