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CHAN KONG CHOY: FROM LECTURER TO M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, June 24 (Bernamm) -- The Year of the Goat may have been a
| ucky year for former |ecturer Datuk Chan Kong Choy.

A month after succeeding his nentor Datuk Seri Lim Ah Lek as MCA deputy
presi dent, Chan today took another step up the political |adder when Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad announced hi s appoi nt ment as
Transport Mnister, the post previously held by former MCA president Datuk
Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

Born on May 17, 1955 in Bentong, Pahang, Chan had his first taste of
politics when the then MCA vice-president and Health Mnister Tan Sri Chan
Siang San lured himout of Universiti Pertanian Ml aysia (now Universiti
Putra Malaysia - UPM and nade himhis political secretary in 1986.

Chan had his early education at Khai Min Primary School, Bentong before
continuing his studies in Catholics H gh School and Sul ai man Secondary
School, al so in Bentong.

He continued his upper secondary education at the Tunku Abdul Rahman
Coll ege in Setapak before going to Universiti Ml aya (UM and obtained a
first-class bachelor's degree in Chinese Studies.

For this, he received the UM Chancel lor's Award for Excell ence.

Upon conpleting a D ploma in Education course at the sanme university in
1980, Chan took up lecturing at UPM where he played a key role in setting
up the Forei gn Language Departnment.

Five years down the road, he took up the political secretary post
bef ore being picked to contest the Tanah Rata state seat in the 1986
general el ection where he beat DAP's Poon Man Kemwi th over 1,800 votes in
majority.

He was appoi nted Pahang executive councillor for Wl fare and Soci al
Devel opnent before taking over the State Local Government and New Vil l ages
Conmmittee in 1990, replacing Limwho resigned to contest the Bentong
parliamentary by-election in 1989.

In the Cctober 1990 general election, Chan contested the Lipis
parliamentary seat, garnering a thunping victory over Semangat 46's Dr Amin
Husai ni Abdul Manan with a 4, 222-vote majority.

On Cct 26, 1990, Chan was appoi nted deputy mnister of culture, arts
and tourism

In the follow ng general election, Chan, known as "KC' anong party
menbers, noved to Sel ayang, Sel angor from his honme state Pahang to contest
t he Sel ayang parlianentary seat.

He won the Sel ayang seat beating Zainul Anri Abdul Aziz, an
i ndependent, with a 38, 627-vote majority.

On May 5, 1995, Chan was naned the Energy, Tel econmunications and Post
deputy minister. The mnistry was later re-named Mnistry of Energy,

Communi cati ons and Ml ti nedi a.

In the last general election, Chan contested the sanme parlianentary
seat and beat DAP's Zaitun Kassimwith a 8,835-vote majority. He was
appoi nted deputy finance mnister Dec 12 the sane year.

The year 1999 was significant in Chan's political career when the MCA
Youth chief, a post he held since 1990, decided to go for one of the four
Vi ce- presi dent posts.

On July 17, 1999, Chan was elected as MCA vice-president, polling 1,650
votes to secure the fourth and | ast place anong the party veeps.

Three years later, he was re-elected as MCA vice-president for the



second termfollowing the nove to maintain the status-quo in the party --
part of the peace plan ainmed at resolving MCA's internal crisis.

Chan hit the "big tinme" when |last May 23, he was naned MCA deputy
president by the party's central committee, succeeding Lim

That nod by the party's highest decision-making body canme in the wake
of the decision by Dr Ling and Limto step down sinmultaneously fromtheir
party posts as part of the MCA peace plan.

The central conmttee elected Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting to take over the
hel m of the party with Chan, as his deputy.
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