06 NOV 2003
Par | i ament - WndUp (Corruption)
ABDULLAH SHOULD BE G VEN A CHANCE TO WPE OUT GRAFT - DR RAIS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi shoul d be given a chance to prove his determ nation to root
out corruption at all levels of the government admi nistration, Mnister in

the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatimsaid today.

He said the country's new | eadershi p under Abdul | ah was determ ned to
Wi pe out corruption in whatever form and practice.

"In line with his graft-busting agenda, the government will ensure the
country's admnistration is free fromcorruption, irregularities and abuse
of power," he said when wi nding up the debate on the M d-Term Revi ew of the
Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan in the Dewan Rakyat.

Former Prime Mnister and Finance M nister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanad
tabled the Md-Term Review in Parlianment on Cct 30.

VWhile Dr Rais was w ndi ng-up the debate, Mahfuz Omar (PAS-Pokok Sena)
interjected, saying the commtment to wi pe out corruption was an old story
that had been pronised by the government 22 years ago.

"G ve a chance to the new | eadership to rid this nation of
mal practi ces.

"It has been only six days our new prine mnister has assumed the post.
We cannot conclude this is an old story,"” he said.

In fact, Abdullah hinself had cone up with the idea to set up the
National Integrity Institute ained at tackling the corruption nenace in the
country, he said.

"The institute, once operational, will help the governnent ensure a
snoot h admi ni stration,” he added.

The nmotion was | ater passed.
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