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CHANGE OF LEADERSH P I N MALAYSI A TAKES CENTRESTAGE TH S YEAR

By: Jamal uddi n Mbohamad

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 17 (Bernama) -- The change of |eadership in Ml aysia
took centrestage this year -- with Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw taki ng
over as the fifth Prime Mnister fromlong-serving Tun Dr Mhat hir Mhamad.

Dat uk Seri Abdul |l ah al so took over the | eadership of the ruling Barisan
Nasi onal and is also acting President of Mlaysia' donmi nant party Umo which
i s the backbone of the BN

Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah succeeded Dr Mahathir when the latter resigned from
all his governnent and political posts on Cct 31 after being at the helm
for 22 years. Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah was al so endorsed unani nously as BN
chai rman by all conponent parties when the BN Suprene Council held its
nmeeting a week | ater.

It was a snmooth transition of power in the governnment and party
-- reflecting the country's growing political maturity.

O her highlights in the country's political scenario this year were the
changes in | eadership of three other BN conmponent parties.

The MCA al so changed hands on May 23 from President Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik and Deputy President Datuk Lim Ah Lek to Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting
and Datuk Seri Chan Kong Choy respectively.

Wth the resignation of Dr Ling who led the MCA for 17 years and Dat uk
Lim problems within the party were resol ved.

The transition of power went snoothly at the end of the day during the
Chi nese Zodi ac Year of the Goat.

However it was not all plain-sailing for another BN conponent party,
Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) when its President Datuk Amar Leo Mbggie
st epped down on June 25.

The 20-year-old party was deregistered on Dec 5 by the Regi strar of
Societies (ROS) after failing to provide a satisfactory reply to the
show cause letter sent by the registrar.

It all started when the PBDS was |left with two presidents -- Datuk Seri
Dani el Tajem and Datuk Seri Dr Janes Masing -- as well as two suprene
councils, after Datuk Amar Mggi e stepped down.

Datuk Seri Tajem and Dr Masing each clainmed to be the rightful
president until the ROS officially recognised the former as the president
after finding that the party's Triennial Del egates Conference in Bintulu on
July 25 led by the latter was illegal and invalid.

The ROS al so issued a show cause letter to Datuk Seri Tajemto explain
why the party should not be disregistered as it was said to have
contravened the party constitution during its Triennial General Meeting in
Sant ubong on July 26 and 27.

The question of where to "park™ the 14 PBDS el ected representatives
wi |l be nade at the next BN Suprenme Council Meeting.

Last year, on Nov 5, ROS deregistered the 41-year-old Sarawak Nati onal
Party (Snap) following its failure to resolve its internal crisis.

Following its deregistration, the party's former vice President Datuk
W Iliam Mawan formed the Sarawak Progressive Denocratic Party (SPDP) which
was accepted into the BN fold in May this year.

I n Sabah Datuk Musa Aman of Ummo took over as Chief Mnister from Datuk
Chong Kah Kiat of the Liberal Denocratic Party on March 27 this year under
the state's unique rotation system

VWhat happened in other BN conmponent parties did not really steal this
year's political linelight.



The Bari san Nasional also celebrated its 50 years of power-sharing on
Sept 20. The BN has 13 nmenbers at present with the exclusion of PBDS and
t he inclusion of SPDP

"It is a great formula of power-sharing that has lasted until now and
brought about prosperity, stability and peace to the country,"” said Gerakan
President Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng YaiKk.

VWhen tal ki ng about politics, the biggest question on everybody's m nd
is when will be the next general election as the present term of the
Federal Parlianment and state assenblies in Peninsular Ml aysia will expire
on Dec 20 next year while the Sabah Assenbly's mandate will end on April 12
next year.

On the opposition front, the Pan-Mal aysian Islamc Party (PAS) unveiled
its blueprint for an Islamic State |last nonth, which found strong
opposition not only fromthe BN but also from other opposition parties such
as the DAP.

It is an open secret that the so-called opposition pact anobng PAS
Parti Rakyat Mal aysia (PRM and Keadilan is very | oose and weak conpared to
the BN coalition.

The PRM and Keadil an struggle had not really touched the hearts and
m nds of the majority of the people, political observers said.

The opposition parties are expected to face an uphill task in the
com ng general election as the BN juggernaut gets ready to crush themin
t he polls.
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